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WELCA Spring Brunch 
           Saturday, May 5th 
             10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
The WELCA annual Mother-Daughter-Friend brunch will be  

held on Saturday, May 5th, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tamara Auer, a very talented violinist from Australia,  
who is pursuing a doctorate in music at UND,  

will present a program on ballads, Scottish music, etc.   
 

Plan to attend and invite others to attend with you.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex.  

  



A Message from our Interim Pastor……. 

Notes from Dale….. 

  

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia!  I know this is a statement that is 

made often this time of year, but isn’t it an amazing statement to make.  Knowing that 

Jesus Christ died for all of us, and “He is the giver of eternal life.” 

 

It is amazing to me how many things are going on here at St. Mark’s at one time.  As I 

visit with members of the congregation after Sunday services the diversity of the people 

that come together weekly is amazing to say the least.  When I tell other church leaders 

that one Sunday we have a Harpist play special music, and other Sunday’s we are 

serenaded with violins, and then other Sunday’s the Sunday School Youth group comes 

down and plays their ukuleles.  They too are amazed at the gifts with in this 

congregation.  I want to thank all of you that make all of these things happen. 

 

For those of you that are reading this newsletter, but don’t regularly attend services with 

us I invite you to return to St. Mark’s, we have plenty of room.  In my seminary studies 

about faith journey’s we talked about 3 phases people go through.  Phase 1 is the 

stage where a person discovers or rediscovers their Christian faith.  Phase 2 is the stage 

when people become disciples, and Phase 3 is when we are living out of faith, or where 

we are embracing the commitments we have made to participate in God’s work in the 

world.  It doesn’t matter what phase you are in, but it would be our honor to walk with 

you in your journey. 

 

Have a Great Day and a Better Tomorrow!  Peace 

 

Dale 
 

 

============================================================ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Your Eastern ND Synod supports various local ministries including: 

 Lutheran Campus Ministries - Christus Rex in GF, ULC in Fargo 

 Native American Christian Ministries 

 Bible Camps - Red Willow in Binford, Park River in Park River 

 Dacotah O'Yate Lutheran Church 

 South Sudan Lutheran Church 

 Luther Seminary 

 Eastern ND Multi-Ethnic Ministry 



God’s Work, Our Hands 
---------------------------------------- 

 

Mission Update – LaGrave on First 
 

Last fall ground was broken on LaGrave on First, the region’s first Housing First – Permanent 

Supportive Housing for the chronic homeless.  LaGrave on First, owned by Grand Forks Homes, 

Inc., is a four story apartment complex with 42 one-bedroom, one-bathroom units currently 

under construction at 500 1st Avenue South in Grand Forks.  Completion of the project is 

anticipated for August of 2018. 

 

The residents who will occupy LaGrave on First have been stuck in a cycle of homelessness, 

where they may go from a shelter, social detox, emergency room, hospital, jail/prison, and then 

back to a shelter – all very costly community services.  LaGrave on First will provide a safe, 

decent, affordable environment with on-site support services including, but not limited to: 24-

hour staffing, nursing care, substance use disorder counseling, behavioral health care, 

medication monitoring, and job training.  All these services are aimed at helping the residents 

become contributing members of society. 

 

We know that the future residents of LaGrave on First will come with little more than the clothes 

on their back.  Keeping that in mind, your Mission Committee has excitingly embraced the 

opportunity to provide financial support to help supply these apartments with household items 

like bedding and towels, kitchen utensils, cleaning supplies and toiletries.  The needs for 42 

apartments are great - but the need is greater.   

 

With the support and assistance of Grand Forks Homes, we at St. Marks visited with 

representatives from United Lutheran in mid-February.  Shortly thereafter they joined our efforts.  

It appears that other communities of faith in our area are now poised to help as well.  We are 

encouraged and hopeful that with GOD’s help, a seed has been planted that will grow in the 

hearts of others and allow LaGrave on First to flourish.  A representative of Grand Forks Homes, 

Inc. will join us on Sunday, April 29th to update us on the project and provide details on how you 

can contribute.   

 

Your Mission Committee asks you to consider your financial support towards this exciting project. 

Stay tuned for more information on how you can become part of this effort.  We are called to 

help those that live on the margins of life… 

 

Philippians 2:4     
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

Mission Committee:  Cheryl, Deb, Michele, Olive, Miles and Elton 

 

 
 



       Women of the ELCA Board Meeting 
                April 2, 2018             

Sandy McCleary, Deb Moon, Kathy Mutcher, Marsha Oss, Linda Simmons, Olive Weber 

Setup for the rummage sale was April 10 starting at 5:00 for the rummage sale held on April 14. 

 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

The Big Event was April 28. 

May 5 starting at 10:30 is the Mother/Daughter/Sister/Friend Brunch. 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Love Offering of $1,148. 

The senior recognition will be May 20 for the graduate. 

WELCA will pledge $200 to the LaGrave on First. 

We will distribute additional funds after the rummage sale. 

 

Our next meeting will be April 30, 2018, at 5:30 p.m. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Linda Simmons, Secretary 

 
 
A Kitchen Note ------- 
When using the church kitchen to serve food, please take leftover food items with you.  Please 

do not leave portions of unused food in the refrigerator or in cupboards.  If, for some reason, 

food is left for a future event, please label it as such.  Thanks! 

 

Your cooperation will be appreciated in keeping the kitchen in good order. 

 
  

 

Mug & Muffin Bible Study… 
Dale Raatz will be leading a Bible Study this summer, the first Tuesday of the 

month.  The studies are from the Gather magazine, and center on the 

practice of prayer.  We will meet at 9:30 a.m. for coffee and a morning treat, 

then begin the study at 9:45 a.m.  Mark your calendars for June 5th, July 3rd and August 7th, and 

watch for more information in the June newsletter.   

 

 

 
 
 

During worship on May 20th, we will be recognizing and honoring Brittney 

Gratton.  She will graduate from Red River High this spring.  Following 

worship, the WELCA group will host a cake reception in the Fellowship Hall. 



Education News 
 

Sunday School has moved downstairs! A thank you to the Boy Scouts for helping with our move. A 

thank you also to Ann Henderson for installing shelving for Sunday School storage. We look forward to 

welcoming the Daycare that will be using the upstairs space!  
 

VBS Connect During the Sunday School move, Michele found a lot of VBS materials from previous VBS 

events. Two large boxes of VBS books, DVDs and supplies have been mailed to VBS Connect: a non-

profit  a Vacation Bible School lending library that serves churches nationwide.  Many small churches 

struggle to afford quality materials for VBS and other children's ministry programs.  VBS Connect provides 

a low-cost alternative by utilizing prior years' curriculum. This is a way that VBS resources are used by more 

churches to teach more children about Jesus. Group Publishing materials (such as ours) are extremely 

popular.  

 

Bake Sale   The bake sale during the Rummage Sale was a great success! We made over $293 that will 

go towards Education programs. Thank you to Marsha Oss, to Amy Swenson, Kristen Runquist, Synje, 

Cavannah, Navy and Oakley for helping Michele prior and during the sale. And thank you also to those 

who donated baked items-we were amazed at the amount of donated food items!  
 

Feed My Starving Children Thank you to all the St. Mark's children for helping with the 

Feed My Starving Children event.  

 

St. Mark's Little Free Library   Sunday School kids: don't forget to check out the Free 

Library in front of the church. The yellow box is always being restocked with free children's 

books 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
April 22nd - Sunday School 10:45 

April 29th -  Sunday School 10:45 

May 2nd  -  Wednesday 6:00-7 pm, for Michele and Sunday School kids only. (shhhh...secret, special  

  Mother's Day project) 

May 6th  -   Sunday School 10:45    (Sunday School lesson and cupcake making for Mother's Day) 

May 6th  -   5:30-7 pm. Open Gymnastics bring a friend event  $5 each and $5 for a friend.  
 

May 13th -10:30 Sunday School to serve treats during coffee hour for Mother's Day.    

May 20th -10:45 Last day of Sunday School 

 

 
 

Annual August Neighborhood Block Party  In late July, early August, watch for the date of the Annual 

Block Party!  
 

Vacation Bible School   St. Mark's will be hosting VBS in September.   It will be a Saturday-Sunday 

event. A flyer will be mailed out this summer in regards to the exact dates.  

 

Summer Lutheran Bible Camp  There is funding available for any St. Mark's child who is interested in 

attending Bible Camp. Please contact Michele (701-330-0297) or the church office.  

 

Summer VBS at Augustana Lutheran July 15-17 (evenings)  We have been invited to participate in VBS 

at Augustana Lutheran Church. Red Willow Bible Camp staff will run the event and Augustana has asked 

that if your child participates, please volunteer during one of the evenings. Helpers and food servers are 

always needed A registration flyer will be mailed out this summer 

 

                                        ------  More Education News on the Next Page ----- 



------  More Education News………. 
 
Red River Community Action 100 Hygiene/Winter Gift Bag update: 
---WELCA    A special thank you to WELCA who assembled the Red River Community Action gift bags in    

                     early April 

 

---Fiber Guild May 19th     Michele asked the GF Fiber Guild  if they would be willing to make winter hats 

        for Red River Community Action. They graciously agreed to do so.   So, on May 19th, the GF      

                    Fiber Guild will meet at 10:30 am at the East Grand Forks Campbell Library to make 100 fleece 

        hats to put in St. Mark's gift bags.  
 

---Early Fall  St. Mark's will request congregational donations of liquid soap and toothpaste. Once these 

       items are collected, the bags will be given to Red River Community Action in September 

 

================================================= 

 

 

Highlights from the April Council Meeting   
Contributed by Council Secretary, Michele Peterson 

 

+++ Plans continue to move forward to lease space to a Daycare.  Carpet will be installed in April and 

 they hope to hold an open house in May. 

+++ All paper and electronic communication on behalf of St. Mark’s should all go through the church 

 office. 

+++ Discussions with Bishop Brandt regarding pastoral care are ongoing. 

+++ The Mission Committee is working with GF Homes and will be involved with the LaGrave  on First 

 project.   

 
(HIGHLIGHTS OF EACH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE 

PUBLISHED IN THIS NEWSLETTER FOLLOWING THOSE MEETINGS. 
FULL MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ST MARK’S FINANCIAL REPORT  - 01/01/18 through 03/31/18 
BUDGETED GIVING:                   $ 39,024.00 

03/31/18 YTD GIVING:                             $ 28,444.00 
 (2017 YTD Giving   $ 39,025.00) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
03/31/18  YTD  General Fund Income               $ 29,548.00 
03/31/18  YTD General Fund Expenses              $ 33,708.00 

                  YTD GENERAL FUND Difference   ($ 4,160.00) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed….. 
St. Mark’s is so thankful to our volunteers who clean the church on a 

regular basis.  It is much appreciated!!   

--- Currently, we are looking for someone to help out during the summer 

months (June, July &  August) by cleaning the restrooms.  If you are 

able to help out, please contact the office. 
 
 

 



Parents of Loss… 
------- We are a group of parents dealing with the loss of a child. 

------- We are a self help group supporting one another down a difficult path. 

------- We are a small group that hopes to reach out to others in need. 

------- We meet the second Wednesday of each month at St. Mark’s Church in Grand  

  Forks at 7:00 pm.       (The next meeting will be May 9th) 

-------- Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/parentsoflossmeeting 

-------- If you have any questions, please call: 

  Donna  701-772-1056 Mark     701-215-2886 Tom      701-739-1357 
  

 

Bethesda Society meets Wednesday, May 9th, at 2:00 pm at 4000 Valley Square.   
 

Men’s Group    The Men’s Group will meet for breakfast on Thursday, May 3rd, at 7:00 a.m. at 

Grama Butterwicks.  All men are invited to attend.  No registration is required!  This is an informal 

group that meets the first Thursday of each month for food and conversation.  You can still make 

it to work by 8!   
 

WELCA meets Monday, April 30th, at 5:00 pm.   
 

Council will meet Tuesday, May 8th, at 6:30 pm. 
 

Altar Guild will meet Tuesday, May 1st, at 5:00 pm 

 

J.O.Y. will meet Wednesday, May 16th, at 11:30 a.m.  Following lunch, Dale Raatz will present a 

program on some of his life experiences, including his time in the Peace Corps.  Thank you so 

much to Sandy McCleary for planning, preparing and serving the delicious lunches for the 

group.  Thank you, also, to Sandra Robinson and Pauline Hesse for their beautiful decorations on 

the tables and for setting them up.   

 

  

  The deadline to submit information for the June newsletter is May 24th.      

    

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

2017-2018 St. Mark’s Council 

  President   Miles Rodacker  746-9438 

  Vice President   Iver Buchmann  701-361-6617 

  Secretary   Michele Peterson  701-330-0297  

  Treasurer   Ann Henderson  775-6471 

    Jeanette Gratton  757-4022 

    Jerry Bear   701-740-1337       

    Donna Hubbard  218-230-8533    

    Ray Mutcher   218-779-2951    

    Art Ruud   701-330-2122   

    Dean Spicer   775-9982 

 

    Dale Raatz – Interim Pastor 
 

Office Hours:      Sunday 8-12,     Monday-Thursday  8:30-3:00 

Dale’s Email:  DMRaatzStMarks@gmail.com 

Office Email: stmarkselca@msn.com         Office  701-772-4807         www.stmarksgf.org 

mailto:stmarkselca@msn.com
http://www.stmarksgf.org/


  


