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“A Heritage of God’s Grace”

Since 1910

November 2018
All Saints Sunday

is November 4th
During
worship that morning, we will honor those members of
our St. Mark’s family who have died since All Saints last
year. In doing so, we demonstrate our belief that all the
baptized are saints of God. We grieve for our beloved
dead, knowing that God honors our tears.
May God Bless his memory: Glenn Gilbraith

Thanksgiving worship will be held Wednesday,
November 21st, at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel.

Special Offerings

Three special offerings are taken throughout the year that are
designated for five specific ministries/agencies. These designated offerings are received on
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Thanksgiving. At the end of the year, these monies will
be distributed equally to Christus Rex, Lutheran Social Services, Red Willow Bible Camp, Valley
Memorial Homes and ELCA Missionary Support.

A Message from our Intern Pastor…….
Notes from Dale…..
As I write this notes to you all, I am reminded that it is a time of transition. Farmers are in
the final stages of harvest, trees are in their final stages of shedding their leaves, cabin
owners are closing up their getaways for the season and others are packing for the
annual migration south. I would like everyone to know that you are all in my prayers no
matter what age you are or what stage of transition you are in.
We celebrate different stages of transition in our lives; first birthdays, first day of school,
high school graduation, maybe graduation from a higher learning facility, wedding
days and maybe a birthday here or there. But, we fail to celebrate transitions like
retirement day, buying or selling of a home, moving to a different location, first and last
day at the lake, the day you headed south for the winter and the day you returned
home. Most days just waking up is a major milestone and a reason to be thankful.
We need to celebrate all the milestones in our lives, and be thankful the opportunities
that God has put before us.
I attended an Intern Cluster Retreat in Florence SD a couple of weeks ago with Rev.
Tom Colenso. As an intern I was reminded of the many transitions that have taken place
since entering Luther Seminary as well as those transitions on the horizon. It was an
honor to talk about the congregation here at St. Mark’s and explain why I feel this is the
right fit for me as an intern.
Another transition happening here at St. Mark’s is our time with Deacon Einstein
Gonzales is rapidly coming to an end. Please join us in thanking him for his dedication to
the Hispanic/Latino Ministry feasibility study, and becoming a part of our family. He has
graciously consented to preach the sermon for us on November 11th so please join us
to celebrate this milestone in the History of St. Mark’s, and Deacon Einstein’s transition to
another position for the church.
Blessings to those of you that make St. Mark’s the family that it is
Dale M. Raatz, Intern Pastor

Living Thankfully
In baptism, we became a child of God and years later we made public profession of
our faith in the service of confirmation. We proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed following the example of Jesus and the covenant He made
with us in baptism.
God has blessed each one of us with unique gifts and talents to be used in serving Him.
John MacArthur has said, “All Christians are but God’s stewards. Everything we have is
on loan from the Lord, entrusted to us for a while to use in serving him.”
In November, we have the opportunity to look ahead to the coming year and make a
financial commitment to St. Mark’s in support of doing the work of God locally and
globally. Someone has said, “It’s not how much you have, but what you do with what
you have.”
Putting Christ first in our lives results in how we use the gifts He has given to us – money,
health, talents and abilities. May each one of us prayerfully consider our financial
commitment to the work of our Lord through our congregation.
A “Statement of Intent” card will be mailed to members which can be returned to the
church on Consecration Sunday, November 18. The Boy Scouts will be serving a brunch
following the worship service that morning to which everyone is invited.
“We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, and gladly,
as thou bless-est us, to thee our first-fruits give.”
William W. How
May God bless each member of St. Mark’s as we strive to do His work. Remember
always, you are a beloved child of God!

Outreach Ministry – Elton Hendrickson, Patrick Luber, Brad Rundquist, Mark Moon,
Jane Humble, Cheryl Lauster, Deb Moon, Miles Rodacker and Olive Weber

God’s Work, Our Hands
----------------------------------------Outreach Ministry
We all know that many in our community struggle with addictions, mental health issues, physical
health disabilities, financial concerns or a combination of these. Christ has called us to “reach
out” to those among us – our neighbors -who are in need. Your Outreach Ministry is answering
that call with our 3rd Annual Fall Drive to support the Northland Rescue Mission as well as
LaGrave on First. Both the Mission and LaGrave on First play an integral role in our community.
They offer comfort to the weary, support to the abandoned and hope for a brighter and richer
tomorrow.
Your Outreach Ministry is asking for your support of these organizations and their needs which
are listed below. Our drive will run through the end of November - watch for a display in the
Narthex. Let us light a candle in the darkness and brighten the lives of those who struggle.

Needs of Northland Rescue Mission
 Full Size Body Wash, Toilet Paper, and Paper Towels

 Coffee, Butter, Shredded Cheese and Kitchen Spices
 Hand Warmers, Lysol Spray, Flip Flops (shower shoes) and Silverware
 Bus Passes

Needs of LaGrave on First
Personal Hygiene Items (toothpaste, soap, feminine products, toilet paper, shaving cream etc.)
 Gently Used or New Books, Puzzles, Games, Playing Cards, and DVDS
 Non-Perishable Food Items
 Gifts for Bingo Games (McDonalds, Hardees, Burger King – Gift Certificates for $5)


17

1 John 3:17-18 English Standard Version (ESV)
But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children,
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

Thank You from LaGrave on First…
The women of St. Marks donated six quilts to LaGrave on First in September. Here are the
words of thanks from Terry Demars: “Please send my thanks to the St. Marks parishioners
who have so generously donated their time and resources in making quilts for LaGrave on First.
Just this morning, a tenant asked for a blanket, and we were able to provide a quilt. I'm sure as
the weather gets colder, there will be more requests from not only LaGrave on First tenants but
also from homeless individuals living outdoors. God bless you and the St. Marks folks who have
so generously donated quilts and other items to LaGrave on First tenants and to the homeless
folks in our community.”

Outreach Ministry: Cheryl, Deb, Jane, Olive, Brad, Elton, Miles and Patrick

Did you see the boxes stacked in the narthex labeled LWR
(Lutheran World Relief) recently? The boxes contained 100 school
kits for children and 15 quilts for global distribution.
Thanks to Ivy for her leadership in gathering the items for the kits and
assembling them and to the quilters for making the quilts. In addition to the
15 quilts for LWR, the quilters recently donated six additional quilts to
LaGrave on First, two youth size to GF Social
Services for foster care and four to the Northland
Rescue Mission. We, as a congregation, continue
to be blessed to be a blessing!
Thanks to Elton for delivering the boxes to the LWR collection site.

Education News
Sunday, December 2nd - 2 pm
Concordia Christmas Concert
St. Mark's has reserved a charter bus again! Sign-up in the church office. Additional info is in
the Narthex.

Thurs, November 1st, 5-8 pm A Heart for David H-Community Fundraiser:
Taco in a Bag/Silent & Quarter Auction at the TownHouse Hotel/Muddy Rivers Banquet Rm,
701 - 1st Avenue N, Grand Forks
David Hysjulien (24 yrs) teaches guitar to 5, St. Mark's children. St Marks children/youth will
be asked to help at the fundraising event.

Treats: for David H Fundraiser: The fundraiser committee would like to request treats for
the fundraiser meal. Donations can be left in the St. Mark's kitchen until noon on Thursday,
Nov. 1st. Michele will bring them to the Townhouse.
(The committee has asked all the churches where David has provided or taught music:
Augustana Lutheran, St. Mark's and Trinity Free Lutheran)

Sunday, November 25th No Sunday School-Thanksgiving Break
th
Sunday, December 16 -9:30 am: Sunday School Christmas Program:
Thank you to Calvary Lutheran Education;
Education would like to thank Calvary Lutheran Church and Education Director Jackie
Spiros for sharing their VBS materials that St. Mark's used for Sunday School in Sept-Oct.

Thursday, November 1st, 5-8 pm
A Heart for David H-Community Fundraiser:
Taco in a Bag/Auction
at the Town House Hotel
Banquet Room - 701 1st Avenue N, Grand Forks
David Hysjulien (24 yrs) teaches guitar to 5 St. Mark's children. He meets with them at the church
on Sunday evenings. This summer, he was diagnosed with non ischemic dilated
cardiomyopathy and immediately sent to Mayo, Rochester. In mid-September, he received a
heart transplant at Mayo, AZ. He will have to stay at Mayo for several months.
The funds raised will be used for his medical expenses. St Marks children/youth will be asked to
help at the fundraising event.
Donations can also be made through:
Gate City Bank: An account has been set up at Gate City Bank. Checks can be written to: "A
Heart for David" . Donations can also be left in the St Mark's office and Michele will bring them
to the bank.
GOFUNDME website: David's donation account: "A Heart for David H Grand Forks"
https://www.gofundme.com/Heart-for-David-H-Grand-Forks

Lefse Making Volunteers will be making lefse on Saturday, November 3rd,
beginning at 8:30 am. If you have a lefse grill and/or any of the other items
used, please bring those with you that day. Potatoes will be cooked and
prepared Friday at 1:30 pm. Lefse will be sold after church Sunday,
November 4th If you have any questions, please contact the church office.

Attention Snowbirds!! Please notify the office when you leave for
warmer climates. If we have your winter address, we can make sure you
receive any important correspondence throughout your stay.

The Parents of Loss group will meet on Wednesday,
November 14th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s. This group is
for all who are grieving the loss of a child or grandchild,
regardless of age. They meet here the 2nd Wednesday
of each month.

2018 Concordia Christmas Concert

St Mark’s Lutheran Church in Grand Forks, is chartering a coach
bus to:

2018 Concordia Christmas
Concert
Sunday, Dec 2nd
11:30 am: Coach Bus departure: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
(715- 24th Ave. S, Grand Forks)
12:00 pm: Bus stops at: Our Savior’s Lutheran, Hillsboro
2:00 pm: Concordia Concert, Moorhead, MN
5:30-6:00: Approx. return to Grand Forks
$28 includes coach bus, sack lunch and concert ticket
For Reservations and additional information, contact:
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Grand Forks Phone: 701-772-4807
stmarkselca@msn.com
Send payment to: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 715 - 24th Ave. S. Grand Forks, ND 58201

Do you have some extra time to help? St. Mark’s is looking for a volunteer to be
responsible for cleaning the church one week every 5 weeks. This would involve
vacuuming, cleaning glass in doors, taking out garbage and just general light
cleaning. And, we are still looking for a volunteer to clean the
bathrooms every week.
If you are able to help out, please contact the church office.
Thanks!!

The deadline to submit information for the December newsletter is November
23rd.

WELCA

meets Monday, November 5th, at 5:30 p.m.

Sanctuary Ministry/Altar Guild meets on Tuesday, November 6th, at 5:00 p.m.
Men’s Group

The Men’s Group will meet for breakfast on Thursday, November 1st at 7:00 a.m.
at Grama Butterwicks. All men are invited to attend. No registration is required! This is an informal
group that meets the first Thursday of each month for food and conversation. You can still make
it to work by 8!

Council will meet Tuesday, November 13th, 6:30 pm.
Bethesda Society meets Wednesday, November 14th, at 2:00 pm at 4000 Valley Square.
St. Mark’s is in charge of the program and treats in November.

J.O.Y. will meet Wednesday, November 13th, at 11:30 a.m.

Watch for details on the program
following lunch. All are welcome. There will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the narthex.

****Please note this change in schedule.

REMINDER ----REMINDER ----REMINDER ---Now that cooler weather is here, it is especially important to make
sure all meetings/functions are on the church office calendar. If
the office isn’t aware of your events, the rooms won’t be
scheduled for heat. So, to be assured that you will have a
comfortable space for your meeting/function/event, be sure that
that you notify the office you will be here. Thank you.

Our Sympathies to:
--Vaughn and Pauline Hesse and their family as they mourn the death of
Vaughn’s brother, Delton; and, Pauline’s brother, Al Daub

Highlights from the October Council Meeting
Contributed by Acting Council Secretary, Jeanette Gratton

+++
+++
+++
+++
+++

New signage will be going up on the east side of the church. This with indicate
entrances for the daycare and for the church.
Discussions will continue with Bishop Brandt regarding future internships at St. Marks.
Consecration Sunday is November 18, 2018.
The term Ministry will be replacing our Committees. So new ministry summaries of our old
combines committees will be requested.
Separate designated funds that have to do with building/property repair and
maintenance will be combined into one account, the property improvement fund.
(HIGHLIGHTS OF EACH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE
PUBLISHED IN THIS NEWSLETTER FOLLOWING THOSE MEETINGS.
FULL MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY)

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ST MARK’S FINANCIAL REPORT - 01/01/18 through 09/30/18
BUDGETED GIVING:
$ 117,072.00
09/30/18 YTD GIVING:
$ 84,344.00
(2017 YTD Giving $ 116,670.00)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
09/30/18 YTD General Fund Income
$ 100,110.00
09/30/18 YTD General Fund Expenses
$ 110,965.00
YTD GENERAL FUND Difference ($ 10,855.00)

Women of the ELCA Board Meeting
October 1, 2018
Deb Moon, Sandy McCleary, Kathy Mutcher, Marsha Oss, Linda Simmons, Olive Weber
November 14 at 2:00 p.m. - St. Mark’s will host the monthly Bethesda meeting at Valley 4000.
Intern Dale will lead with devotions and a musical program is being planned. We will be serving
Cherry Cha Cha.
Upcoming Events
Bethesda Meeting November 14 at 2:00
Christmas Brunch December 1 at 10:00
Serving of coffee at Tufte Manor in January
Our next meeting will be November 5, 2018, at 5:30 p.m.
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Linda Simmons, Secretary

It’s Poinsettia Time Again!!
Beautiful plants available from
All Season's Garden Center!

This year we are offering
White Plants in 6.5 inch pots for
$15 each
If you would like to purchase a plant
to display during our Advent Season,
please fill out the form below
and return to the office by December 5th.
---------------------------------------------I would like to purchase _______ plant/plants
Please leave on display during season______
I wish to take my plant home Christmas eve______
My plant is in honor of:

My plant is in memory of:

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS OUT TO:
ST. MARK'S ALTAR GUILD

Shortly after November 10th, an Angel Tree will be set up in the narthex.
The gifts purchased for our Angel Tree this year will go to Grand Forks
County Social Services. The gift tags on the tree will supply you with the
gender of a child, his/her age and some gift ideas. Please keep your
purchases valued at $20. Return the gifts to the church no later than
December 2nd. Be sure to attach the gift tag so we will know who the gift is for.
They prefer that we do not wrap the gifts. Thank you for your generosity!
They are so appreciative of our help!

November Birthdays and Anniversaries…
Birthdays:
1
2
4
5
9
10
11
18
19
20
21
22
23
27

Cheryl Lauster
Jerry Bear
Hannah Twedt
Jenna Spicer
Lynn Wyum
Rory Grenier
Nancy Harstad
Sandra Robinson
Autumn Rundquist
Jeremiah Sigette
Iver Buchmann
Kristina Swenson
Layla Hubbard
Karl Peterson
Chris Helmoski
Paige Krause
Melanie Moon-Schuh
Kelly Stewart
Laila Thurston

Anniversaries:
11 Cody & Megan Oss
(2)
29 Arnie & Nancy Harstad
(50)

(Please contact the church office if you have additions or corrections to this listing.)

MARK THESE UPCOMING EVENTS ON YOUR CALENDAR:
Men’s Breakfast – Thursday, November 1st at 7:00 am at Butterwicks
Lefse Making – Prep on Friday, November 2nd at 1:30 pm
- Rolling frying, Saturday, November 3rd at 8:30 am
WELCA – Monday, November 5th, at 5:30 pm
Sanctuary Ministry/Altar Guild – Tuesday, November 6th, at 5:00 pm
J.O.Y. – Tuesday, November 13th, at 11:30 am
Council – Tuesday, November 13th, at 6:30 pm
Bethesda Society – Wednesday, November 14th, at 2:00 (St. Mark’s hosts)
Parents of Loss – Wednesday, November 14th, at 7:00 pm
Consecration Sunday – November 18th
Thanksgiving Worship – Wednesday, November 21st at 6:00 pm

With all the wonderful bakers we have at St. Mark’s, we are often asked for recipes of goodies
served at Coffee & Fellowship, Quilting, etc. We will try to share
some of those here each month. Enjoy!
Fresh Apple Cake
4 cups diced apples
2 cups sugar
½ cup oil
2 cups flour
2 tsp. soda

(Kathy Mutcher)
2 eggs
2 tsp. cinnamon
½ cup chopped nuts, optional
1 tsp. salt

Put apples in bowl. Break eggs over apples. Stir. Add sugar, cinnamon, oil and nuts. Mix flour,
soda and salt together and add to apples. Mix thoroughly. Bake in 9x13 greased pan for about
45 minutes at 350 degrees. Serve with warm caramel sauce or whipped cream. Cake gets
better tasting the older it gets. Store covered in refrigerator.
Caramel Sauce ½ cup butter, ½ cup brown sugar, ½ cup cream, ½ cup white sugar.
Cook at full boil for ½ minute. Serve over cake with a dab of whipped cream.
NOTE: This cake is good served with the following frosting rather than the caramel sauce:
1-1/4 cup brown sugar
1-3/4 cup powdered sugar
6 T. cream
1 tsp. vanilla
6 T. butter (do not use margarine)
Boil sugar, cream and butter 1 minute. Cool. Add powdered
Sugar and vanilla

Dine to Donate Program Texas Roadhouse Restaurant has approached St.
Mark’s and we have become a part of their “Dine to Donate Program”. The
program is easy. Texas Roadhouse will donate 10% of food purchases to any
Sunday diner who gives them a St. Mark’s bulletin from that day. This program
is for all Sundays, with the exception of holidays. Every quarter, they will issue
St. Mark’s a check for 10% of those sales. So, grab your bulletin and head over
to Texas Roadhouse! Thank you!
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Please “Like” us on Facebook at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
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