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“There’s Music in the Air”
The WELCA Advent/Christmas brunch,
"There's Music in the Air,"
will be held on Saturday, December 1
at 10:00 a.m.
Larry Wheeler will present a program of
Gospel and Christmas music. It is an event for
women and men. Invite your friends to attend with you

Following the brunch, all congregation
members are invited to help decorate the
church for Advent and Christmas. We
will decorate the trees, prepare the
Advent Wreath, place garland, etc.
Decorating will begin after the brunch, approx. at noon.

A Message from our Intern Pastor…….
Notes from Dale…..
The Season of Advent is upon us and we will be celebrating the birth of Christ in
less than thirty days. Advent literally means “coming.” It is from the root word
“Adventure,” and just around the corner, something is about to happen.
Soon…but not yet…we will experience a new thing. That is why we call it Advent.
But, the theme of coming has three different references: a past, a present, and a
future. Something came once, something is coming now, and something will
come later.
Over twenty centuries ago, Jesus was born in a manger, and became the Savior
of the world. Today, he continues to be in our presence through the Sacraments
of Baptism and Holy Communion. Advent reminds us that we need to have our
affairs in order for what is to come. Be Alert for signs at all times, and Pray for
Patience and Strength!
The color of Advent is Blue. It’s a peaceful color that invites us to ponder what we
see and hear and experience. As the year draws to a close we should take time
to reflect on all of the Gifts that God has given us over the year. And, as we
gather with family and friends over this holiday season help us to remember to
hold those less fortunate in our thoughts and prayers. Prayerfully remember those
that are unable to be with their families because of the work they do.
A Blessed Christmas from my family to those of you that make St. Mark’s the family
that it is.
Dale M. Raatz
Intern Pastor

The Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship
will be held December 24th
at 5:00 p.m.

Education News
Sunday, December 2nd
Sunday, December 9th
Sunday, December 16th
Sunday, December 23rd
Sunday, December 30th

10:45-12:30 Christmas Program rehearsal and costume "try
on"
10:45-12:30 Program rehearsal, craft and pizza party
9:00
9:30

Arrive for program
Church Christmas Program and Potluck

No Sunday School
No Sunday School

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Gifts for Baby Jesus Sunday (White Gifts Sunday)____
On Sunday, December 9th, we will observe the Salvation Army’s “Gifts for Baby
Jesus Sunday” (formerly White Gift Sunday). If you are able, please wrap a gift for
a boy or girl ages 0-17, in simple white tissue paper and bring it with you to
worship December 9th. (There is a great need for the teenagers.)
There will be a time during worship to bring those gifts forward and place them under the
trees in the front of the sanctuary. The gifts will symbolize a present for baby Jesus and
will be distributed by the Salvation Army with their Annual Christmas Food and Toy
Baskets.
Thank you!

Our December 30th, worship will be a special Lessons
& Carols worship. Please plan to attend this very
special worship.

Thank you to Thrivent for the financial donation to the
Concordia Christmas Concert trip.

God’s Work, Our Hands
----------------------------------------Last week we received an update from Terry DeMars, Program Director at LaGrave on First. It
was so heartwarming we wanted to share it with all the members of St. Marks. Here is Terry’s
response to our request for an update on LaGrave on First.
"Thanks Elton. As I mentioned, there is a small group of tenants who have formed a
group which they call the Homeless Helpers. They are raising funds for homeless
individuals who were not fortunate enough to get into LaGrave on First. They intend to
use the money to help homeless individuals in a variety of ways--buy them a winter
coat or a pair of gloves, buy them a meal, put them up in a motel for a day or two, etc.
They have only been raising funds for a few weeks but have already raised over $600.
They would like to raise a few thousand dollars to help homeless folks in the area,
particularly homeless children and families. They would also like to help pay for motel
rooms for homeless folks, particular during the winter months when staying outdoors is
hazardous. Any contributions to that fund would be appreciated as would gift certificates
to Valley Dairy or fast food restaurants, personal hygiene items, and non-perishable food
items. Thanks for thinking of us, Elton. Stop by and have a cup of coffee at your
convenience. Have a good Thanksgiving holiday. I'll round up a LaGrave on First
newsletter and send it your way."
Terry DeMars
As you know, LaGrave on First provides housing and support services for those who live on the
margins of our community. It is uplifting to witness, that after only a couple months, residents are
erasing yesterday and writing a new tomorrow – today! In a world that at times seems in
disarray and frankly “messed up” stories like this remind us of the angels who walk among us.
Our yearly drive to help the residents of Northlands Rescue Mission and LaGrave on First
continues through the end of November. Please consider helping. Items requested are listed on
the display in our narthex.
Outreach Ministry: Cheryl, Olive, Jane H., Brad, Elton, Miles, Patrick

Opportunity for Service
***

A volunteer is needed to deliver the food donations to the Salvation Army when the cart
is filled. Also, periodical deliveries to Lutheran Social Services as items are donated for
the New Americans (basket located beneath the coat rack). If you are able to help,
please contact the church office. Thank you.

***

We are in need of a family to volunteer to clean the church one week every 5 weeks.
This would involve vacuuming, cleaning the glass on the entry doors, taking out garbage
and light general cleaning. Bathrooms are not included. Please contact the office if
you are able to help out.

Our Sympathies to:
Marilee & Greg LaMont as they mourn the death of their niece, Jean
Howard.
Carol & Elton Hendrickson and their family as they mourn the death
of Carol’s mother, Selma Oyos.

Attention Snowbirds!! Please notify the office when you leave for
warmer climates. If we have your winter address, we can make sure you
receive any important correspondence throughout your stay.

The Parents of Loss group will meet on Wednesday,
December 12th, at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s. This group is
for all who are grieving the loss of a child or grandchild,
regardless of age. They meet here the 2nd Wednesday
of each month.

The Sunday School will be presenting their Christmas Program during
worship on December 16th, at 9:30 a.m.
Following worship that morning, we will have a Potluck Lunch in the
fellowship hall. Please bring a dish to share.

St. Mark’s Annual Reports Due
Annual Reports are due into the church office by January 5th. All Ministries
of the congregation should submit reports. If you also maintain a separate
checkbook, a financial report is required as well.

Women of the ELCA Board Meeting
November 5, 2018
Sandy McCleary, Kathy Mutcher, Marsha Oss, Linda Simmons, and Olive Weber
November 14 at 2:00 p.m., St. Marks hosted the monthly Bethesda meeting at Valley 4000. Intern
Dale led with devotions and Sandy Buchmann played a solo. We served Cherry Cha Cha with
Kathy Wyum, Catherine Hoekstra, Sandy McCleary, Marsha Oss, Deb Moon, and Olive Weber
providing the Cherry Cha Cha. Working were Deb, Kathy, Sandy, Audrey, Pauline, Olive, and
Linda. Sandra Robinson provided centerpieces.
WELCA hosted a reception for Deacon Einstein on November 11.
The annual Christmas brunch at 10:00 is December 1. Larry Wheeler will provide a couple of
musical numbers. Sandy McCleary will make all the muffins for the brunch. We will be serving
egg bake, muffins, and three containers of grapes, juice, and coffee. Bringing the egg bake
are the following: Deb Moon, Marsha Oss, Olive Weber, Kathy Mutcher, Linda Simmons, and
one more person.
Our next meeting will be December 3, 2018, at 5:30 p.m.
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Linda Simmons, Secretary

The deadline to submit information for the January newsletter is December 21st.

Finance Ministry

will meet on Monday, December 3rd, at 6:30 p.m. Work on the 2019
Budget will begin at this meeting.

Men’s Group

The Men’s Group will meet for breakfast on Thursday, December 6th, at 7:00
a.m. at Grama Butterwicks. All men are invited to attend. No registration is required! This is an
informal group that meets the first Thursday of each month for food and conversation. You can
still make it to work by 8!
Council will meet Tuesday, December 11th, 6:30 pm.

Bethesda Society meets Wednesday, December 12th , at 2:00 pm at 4000 Valley Square.

J.O.Y. will meet Wednesday, December 19th, at 11:30 a.m.

Following the lunch, there will be
a special holiday program. As is our tradition, we are asking you to bring items for residents at
the Northland Rescue Mission – such as warm gloves, socks or hats.

Miriam Circle will meet on Thursday, December 13th, at 7:00 pm at the home of Olive
Weber.

REMINDER ----REMINDER ----REMINDER ---Now that cooler weather is here, it is especially important to make
sure all meetings/functions are on the church office calendar. If
the office isn’t aware of your events, the rooms won’t be
scheduled for heat. So, to be assured that you will have a
comfortable space for your meeting/function/event, be sure that
that you notify the office you will be here. Thank you.

Highlights from the November Council Meeting
Contributed by Council Secretary, Michele Peterson

+++
+++
+++
+++

Consecration Sunday has been scheduled for November 18th.
The Synod Bishop and Director of Evangelical Ministry has been contacted to consider
the future of pastoral care. Dale’s internship will end in July 2019.
The congregation will be invited to help decorate the sanctuary and other appropriate
areas for Advent and Christmas. This will be done following the WELCA brunch on
December 1st.
The Finance Ministry will soon begin working on the 2019 Budget.
(HIGHLIGHTS OF EACH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE
PUBLISHED IN THIS NEWSLETTER FOLLOWING THOSE MEETINGS.
FULL MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY)

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ST MARK’S FINANCIAL REPORT - 01/01/18 through 10/31/18
BUDGETED GIVING:
$ 130,080.00
10/31/18 YTD GIVING:
$ 95,705.00
(2017 YTD Giving $ 128,642.00)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
10/31/18 YTD General Fund Income
$ 124,557.00
10/31/18 YTD General Fund Expenses
$ 124,257.00
YTD GENERAL FUND Difference
$300.00

All 4 Learning Childcare Center is looking for someone who would be
interested in preparing the midday meals for the children here at the church.
No planning, shopping or serving is needed. This would be a paid position, and
would be Monday-Friday. If you are interested, please contact Stefanie at
218-784-8070

There is still time to get your poinsettia order in!
The deadline to order is December 5th.
This year, we are offering White 6-1/2” plants for $15.00 each.
Order forms are available in the church office and on the
table in the narthex.

MARK THESE UPCOMING EVENTS ON YOUR CALENDAR:
WELCA Brunch – Saturday, December 1st, at 10:00 a.m.
Hanging of the Green – Saturday, December 1st at noon
Finance Ministry – Monday, December 3rd, at 6:30 p.m.
Men’s Breakfast – Thursday, December 6th, at 7:00 a.m. at Butterwicks
White Gift Sunday – December 9th
Council – Tuesday, December 11th, at 6:30 p.m.
Bethesda Society – Wednesday, December 12th, at 2:00 at Valley 4000
Parents of Loss – Wednesday, December 12th, at 7:00 p.m.
Miriam Circle – Thursday, December 13th, at 7:00 p.m. at Weber’s
Christmas Program – during worship December 16th, followed by potluck
J.O.Y. – Wednesday, December 19th, at 11:30 a.m.
Newsletter Deadline – December 21st
Christmas Eve Worship – December 24th, at 5:00 p.m.
Lesson and Carols Worship – December 30th, at 9:30 a.m.

Your 2019 Offering Envelopes are here! If you haven’t
already received yours, please pick them up at the church.
They are on a table in the narthex.
If you are interested in Simply Giving, the electronic giving
option, please contact the church office. This is a convenient
way to keep up to date on your contributions.

Dine to Donate Program Texas Roadhouse Restaurant has approached St.
Mark’s and we have become a part of their “Dine to Donate Program”. The
program is easy. Texas Roadhouse will donate 10% of food purchases to any
Sunday diner who gives them a St. Mark’s bulletin from that day. This program
is for all Sundays, with the exception of holidays. Every quarter, they will issue
St. Mark’s a check for 10% of those sales. So, grab your bulletin and head over
to Texas Roadhouse! Thank you!

December Birthdays and Anniversaries…
Birthdays:
3
10
12
14
15
16
17
18
20
24
26
27
30

Jeff Bear
Jane Rodacker
Aaron Gratton
Molly Thurston
Diana Cardwell
Carol Hendrickson
Amelia Sigette
Brad Rundquist
Ella Rundquist
Eleanor Foss
Aliyah Moon
Vaughn Hesse
Ben Peterson
Maurine Danielson
Jerry Berge
Marsha Oss
Bob Twedt
Pat Keeley
Joe Zahradka

Anniversaries:
1 Mark & Michele Peterson (32)
15 Don & Karen Olson (56)
17 Fred & Shirley Maides (61)
27 Jay & Nora Hubbard (10)

(Please contact the church office if you have additions or corrections to this listing.)

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Miles Rodacker
Iver Buchmann
Michele Peterson
Ann Henderson
Jeanette Gratton
Donna Hubbard
Jane Humble
Ray Mutcher
Art Ruud

746-9438
701-361-6617
701-330-0297
775-6471
701-215-0902
218-230-8533
701-772-4638
218-779-2951
701-330-2122

Intern Pastor: Dale Raatz 701-772-4807
Email: DMRaatzStMarks@gmail.com
Office Manager:
Sandra Buchmann
701-772-4807 Cell-701-330-6974
Office Email: stmarkselca@msn.com
Office Hours:
Office Phone:

Sunday 8-12
Monday-Thursday 8:30-3:00
701-772-4807

www.stmarksgf.org

Please “Like” us on Facebook at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
and look for our logo!

