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Our Easter Sunday worship will be at 9:30 a.m. on April 21st.

Palm Sunday - April 14th at 9:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday – April 18th at 6:45 p.m.
Good Friday - April 19th at Noon

SPECIAL OFFERING - - - St. Mark’s has designated three special offerings taken throughout
the year to be distributed among five special ministries. These ministries are: Christux Rex,
Lutheran Social Services, Missionary Support, Red Willow Bible Camp and Valley Memorial
Homes. The first of these special offerings was taken on Ash Wednesday. The Maundy
Thursday offering is designated as well, the final on Thanksgiving.

A Message from our Intern Pastor…….
Notes from Dale…..

It’s hard to believe that “Spring” has finally “Sprung,” and we can
actually see the parking lot again. Soon the sound of snowblowers and sump
pumps will be replaced with the sound of lawnmowers and grass trimmers.
Warm soil will trickle between the fingers of those who have green thumbs,
and the parking lots of the garden centers will be full of people rushing to get
their plants home and in the ground.
It’s the time of road construction and detours around areas of renewal and
progress. It’s that time of the year when we find farm implements on the road
moving from one dry field to the next as the waters recede back within the
banks of the rivers. I love to see Deere playing in the dirt long into the night,
Robins building their nests in the warm sunlight, and I don’t know about you
but there is nothing better than the sound of a Meadowlark sitting on a fence
post making its presence known.
But this season of the year is not just about the renewal of the land, where
the ground comes alive, grass starts to grow, bulbs that were planted last fall
come alive and start their slow climb out of the earth that has been an icebox of
preservation over the last months. Buds on the trees start to open and show off
the many different shaped leaves in the area. It’s time to reflect on the changes
that are being made in our lives, and how we can better prepare ourselves to do
the work of God. It is the time we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Through Jesus Christ all things were made new. He gave
his life so that we can enjoy our lives, so let’s put him first in our lives.
Blessing to All,
Pastor Dale

St. Mark’s Rummage Sale - Saturday, April 6th
Hours 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Items for the rummage sale should be brought to the church by
Thursday, April 4th.
Setting up for the sale will began at 9:30 a.m. Friday
morning. Volunteers, women and men, will be needed to get everything set up in the
fellowship hall.
Workers for the sale on Saturday are needed also. There is a sign-up sheet in the
narthex. Please list the hours you would be willing to help.
Thanks to all who have donated items. The funds earned from the sale will be used for
Bible camp scholarships, mission projects (locally and globally), and projects at St.
Mark's.

Spring Congregational Meeting
The Spring Congregational Meeting of St. Mark’s will be held following
worship on Sunday, April 28th Business will include election of four
council positions.

Our Wednesday evening schedule continues during the season of
Lent. We will share a family supper at 6:00 p.m., and will worship in
the chapel beginning at 6:45 p.m.
Hosts for the April suppers are: April 3rd - Council
April 10th - Men’s Ministry
Designated Food Cupboard Items for April are:
Week of April 1st – Canned Meats or Fish April 8th – Canned Fruits or Vegetables
April 15th – Peanut Butter and Jelly

SAVE THE DATE…Saturday, May 4

“It’s spring again, all the robins will sing again.”
In a setting of springtime and birdhouses, the mother,
daughter, sister, friend morning coffee gathering will take
place on Saturday, May 4th at 10:00 a.m. in the fellowship
hall at St. Mark’s.
The gathering will begin with enjoying goodies and coffee followed by
devotions led by Intern, Dale Raatz. A program of joyful music will be
presented by Chuck Gust, accordion, and Sharon Myron, accordion and
keyboard.
Plan to attend and invite others to come with you to this event sponsored
by the Women of St. Mark’s Church. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Our deepest sympathies to our members, Norma
Dillenburg and Stephanie Dillenburg, and their family, as
they mourn the death of beloved son and brother, James
(Jamey) Dillenburg. Jamey passed away in Grand Forks
March 21st. No services are planned at this time. God bless his memory.

Thank you to the St. Mark’s family for the many prayers
offered and cards sent during James’ illness. Also, thank
you to Pastor Dale for the visits to him.
Peace & Blessings to all.
Norma & family

Education News
Cookie Fest - Sunday, March 24th
Thank you to Thrivent for donating funds to purchase cookie dough and frosting.
Thank you to St. Mark's and Augustana members who baked the cookies.
St. Mark's and Augustana Sunday School kids frosted 200 cookies. St. Mark's
children donated 100 cookies to residents at Northlands Rescue Mission.
Augustana children sold their cookies to raise funds for Feed My Starving
Children.

Rummage Sale: Bake Sale - Saturday, April 6th
St. Mark's will be hosting a rummage sale on April 6th. If you need to spring
clean, bring your donations to the church!
The Sunday School will have a bake sale to raise funds for education projects
and events. Please bring donated baked goods to the church by Friday night so
that we can package the items. Please bring your child to the event. Children
are excellent helpers with selling treats!

Palm Sunday Church Service (9:30 am) - Sunday, April 14th
The Sunday School students will be participating in the Palm Sunday
church service. After church, we will have a special event during
Sunday School

Feed My Starving Children – Friday, April 26th

6-8 pm

St. Mark's has reserved 20 volunteer slots for Feed My Starving Children. Reserve your slot by
signing up in the church office. The event will be at Minnkota Power. This is a fun event for
children and adults.
The requirements are as follows: The minimum age for volunteering is 5 years old.
Grades K-2: 1 student to 1 adult
Grades 3-6: 3 students to 1 adult
Grades 7-9: 4 students to 1 adult
Grades 10-12: 5 students to 1 adult
Everyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult.

Vacation Bible School - Monday-Wednesday Evenings: June 3, 4 & 5
This year, we will be joining with Augustana Lutheran for VBS. The VBS event will
take place at Northern Air. The VBS lessons will be in the Northern Air party rooms
and we will burn off steam on the trampolines and inflatables. The VBS theme is:
Roar: Life is Wild, God is Good. We may spend one of the VBS days at St. Marks'.

Funding for Bible Camp: there will be St. Mark's funding available for those who want to
attend Bible Camp this summer. Talk to Michele for more information.

God’s Work, Our Hands
---------------------------------------LaGrave on First
Your Outreach Ministry would like to update you on LaGrave on First. As you recall, last
summer St. Mark’s was among the first communities of faith to embrace LaGrave on First by
helping to supply apartments with bedding, appliances, and kitchen utensils. Last fall we
continued our support by donating funds for “Homeless Helpers.” A handful of residents of
LaGrave on First initiated this project to provide temporary lodging, winter clothes, and food to
those that remain homeless in our community. Although they have little themselves, they
reached out to those who have even less. The residents are now planning fund-raising activities
this spring and summer to expand and support “Homeless Helpers.”
Our last “Outreach” opportunity was held on March 19th. Members of St. Mark’s held a
pizza and chicken dinner followed by bingo for the residents of LaGrave on First. Over the
course of the evening we had an opportunity to begin to build relationships with this vulnerable
population. Though they have travelled different roads from most of us we are all GOD’s
children. With continued professional help, spiritual support, and events like our dinner lives can
and will be rebuilt. Our walk with these residents, with the continued support of St. Mark’s,
continues.

The St. Mark’s congregation is again providing volunteers for Feed My Starving Children 2019.
The goal for the Grand Forks community is to pack at least 400,000 meals. To meet the goal, the
organization needs an estimated 2,000 volunteers. Meal packing will
take place at Minnkota Power, 5301 32nd Ave. South. Volunteers are
asked to bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the
local food shelf.
The Outreach Mission is coordinating St. Mark’s involvement, and we
are in need of 20 volunteers. Our time slot is 6-8 p.m. on Friday, April
26. If you are able to contribute your time to this worthwhile effort, please add your name to the
sign-up sheet in the narthex, or call the church office (772-4807) during business hours.

On Stewardship
The Bible has much to say about the stewardship of our time, talents,
and money—and this Biblical wisdom has found its way into all aspects
of human endeavors, from song and poetry to everyday idioms and
proverbs. With Spring around the corner, everyone is feeling a bit anxious, and giddy. So in the
spirit of Spring glee, here are some thoughts from that famous person “Unknown” who shares
their wisdom—and wit—about stewardship.
“It’s not a matter of how much of my money I will give to God, but how much of God’s money
will I keep for myself.”—Unknown
You rarely see a hearse with a luggage rack.”—Unknown
I shovel out, He shovels in. He has a bigger shovel.”—Unknown
From:

The Outreach Ministry Committee

Highlights from the March Council Meeting








The Daycare will be utilizing more of the space they have leased from St. Mark’s.
This will give them the ability to provide care for more children.
A representative from a local company who services elevators has taken a look at
ours. Options are being explored to help get the elevator in working order as soon
as possible. More information to come.
UND Big Event is Saturday, April 27th. We will need volunteers from the
congregation to help supervise the UND students who will be at St. Mark’s that day
doing major cleaning.
St. Mark’s worship information will now be listed in the Exponent, a weekly
newspaper in East Grand Forks. There is no charge for being listed in this directory.
Dale will be at a retreat in South Dakota April 8-9th.

ST MARK’S FINANCIAL REPORT - 01/01/19 through 02/28/19
BUDGETED GIVING:
$ 20,183.00
02/18/19 YTD GIVING
$ 18,962.00
(2018 YTD Giving $ 18,756.00)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
02/28/19 YTD General Fund Income
$ 27,107.00
02/28/19 YTD General Fund Expenses
$ 31,098.00
YTD GENERAL FUND Difference
( $3.991.00)

The Church office will be closed Monday, April 22nd.

WELCA will meet Monday, April 1st, at 5:30 p.m. at the church.
Men’s Group

The Men’s Group will meet for breakfast on Thursday, April 4th, at 7:00 a.m. at
Grama Butterwicks. All men are invited to attend. No registration is required! This is an informal
group that meets the first Thursday of each month for food and conversation. You can
still make it to work by 8!

Council will meet Tuesday, April 9th, at 6:30 p.m.
Bethesda Society meets Wednesday, April 10th, at 2:00 pm at 4000 Valley Square.
Abiding Memorials meets on Wednesday, April 10th, following the evening worship.
Internship Committee meets on Thursday, April 25th, at 6:30 p.m.

The Parents of Loss group will meet on Wednesday, April 10th at
7:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s. This group is for all who are grieving the
loss of a child or grandchild, regardless of age. They meet
here the 2nd Wednesday of each month.

The Big Event is a one-day community service event where
University of North Dakota students, staff and faculty say “thank
you” to the Greater Grand Forks community by volunteering
their time to complete service projects.
Students from UND will be at St. Mark’s on Saturday, April 27th, to do major cleaning, mopping,
vacuuming, yard work if possible, etc. They come every year and do a wonderful job.
We are in need of some congregation members who would be willing to be at the church
about 9:00 that day to help get ready for these workers and help supervise. They are usually
done with projects by 2:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided!!
Please contact the church office if you will be able to help out. Thank you!!

Dine to Donate Program St. Mark’s has become part of Texas Roadhouse’s
“Dine to Donate Program”. The program is easy. Texas Roadhouse will
donate 10% of food purchases to any Sunday diner who gives them a St.
Mark’s bulletin from that day. This program is for all Sundays, with the
exception of holidays. Every quarter, they will issue St. Mark’s a check for
10% of those sales. So, grab your bulletin and head over to Texas
Roadhouse! Thank you!

The deadline to submit information for the May newsletter is
April 24th.

Pastor Dale will begin a Bible Study
series beginning on April 29th.
Sessions will be offered at 9:30 a.m. and
again at 6:30 p.m.
Watch your bulletins for more
information.

April Birthdays and Anniversaries…
Birthdays:
1
2
4
6
7
10
11
13
16
18
19
20
26
27
30

Brett Gilbraith
Mark Humble
Cory Rodacker
Maggie Eyre
Jake Swenson
Sue Twedt
Darlene Mikkelson
Elton Hendrickson
Lexy Grenier
Randy Pogatshnik
Bill Behm
Reg Urness
Shirley Gilbraith
Scott Mortenson
Mark Peterson
Jennifer Nelson
Jack Chatt
Ivy Becker
Art Ruud

Anniversaries:
3
Joe & Bobbie Zahradka
6
Dennis & Lillian Larson
6
Kevin & Melanie Moon-Shuh

(Please contact the church office if you have additions or corrections to this listing.)

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Miles Rodacker
Iver Buchmann
Michele Peterson
Ann Henderson

746-9438
701-361-6617
701-330-0297
775-6471

Jeanette Gratton
Donna Hubbard
Jane Humble
Ray Mutcher
Art Ruud

701-215-0902
218-230-8533
701-772-4638
218-779-2951
701-330-2122

Intern Pastor: Dale Raatz 701-772-4807
Email: DMRaatzStMarks@gmail.com
Office Manager:
Sandra Buchmann
701-772-4807 Cell-701-330-6974
Office Email: stmarkselca@msn.com
Office Hours:
Office Phone:

Sunday 8-12
Monday-Thursday 8:30-3:00
701-772-4807

www.stmarksgf.org

Please “Like” us on Facebook at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
and look for our logo!

