
The Messenger
715 24th Avenue South, Grand Forks, ND | www.stmarksgf.org | 701-772-4807 

         “A Heritage of God’s Grace”   Since 1910 
 

May 2020  
 
 

Going into May, St. Mark’s worships will 
continue to be available on our Facebook page 
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Office hours have been discontinued, but both 
Pastor Dale and Sandy are in the office from 
time to time during the week.  If you need 
access to the church to drop off rummage sale 
items, offerings, etc., please call ahead to assure 
the doors will be open. They will continue to 
work from home until it is safe to open the 
office on a regular basis.    The church phone is 
transferred to Sandy and both are available to 
all by phone, text or emails.   
 
We pray that we will see all of our St. Mark’s 
family very soon.  

http://www.stmarksgf.org/


A Message from our Pastor……. 
 

Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

During the last few weeks I have been reminded of a Soap Opera my mother used to watch 

‘Days of our Lives.’ The opening line went something like this, “Like sands through the hourglass 

so are the days of our lives!” I have noticed that hourglasses and smartphones are remarkably 

the same. It is hard not to watch the sand pass through the hourglass, and it seems like 

everyone has to check their smartphone every other minute for some reason. 

Easter, the start of the church year unfortunately was not celebrated with much fanfare like 

normal this year, and we seem to be in a holding pattern. I will continue to provide a service on 

Sunday’s via Facebook Live, and I have also been posting a Daily Lectionary that follows the 

church calendar. 

The farmer blood that flows through my veins tells time by the weather and nature. Once the 

earth doesn’t stick to my boots I know that it’s time to check the soil, and when I take some soil 

and try and make a ball and it crumbles easily, I know it’s time to plant, it’s the start of a new 

year. However, during this time of social distancing, self-quarantine, and seemingly endless 

snow, Cabin Fever has now consumed us all. We all long for a return to a new season, a season 

where we go outside and visit, have backyard get togethers, family reunions, garage sales and 

of course road construction. Well maybe not the last one, but temperatures finally above 

freezing at night is a positive change. 

The fund raiser for the elevator is in full swing and we are a long way from meeting the goal. If 

you have already donated to the fund, I would like to thank you, and if you haven’t as of yet I 

am asking that you prayerfully consider donating to this worthy cause. The elevator installation is 

in its final days and a final part should arrive on Monday. Then the doors and trim will need to be 

painted, and the flooring at the door thresholds will need to be fixed. 

The Joint Ministry meetings have continued, however until our congregational meeting that is 

tentatively rescheduled for May 31st, we are only working out the final details of the timeline. 

Delays have occurred because of the current health crisis but voting and approving the 

agreement will be a major milestone in the process. If you have any questions about the plans 

please contact Jeanette Gratton, Michele Peterson, Iver Buchmann, Ivy Becker or me. 

As I have stated in my Sunday messages, please take time to check in on family members, 

friends, and neighbors. A friendly voice does wonders to a person’s day. I so miss seeing all of 

your smiling faces, but continue to use caution, this too shall pass. 

Remember, “Take it to the Lord in Prayer!” 

Blessings to All! 

Pastor Dale 

 

 



Lift Replacement Fundraiser 

 
There is a lot of “busy-ness” around St. Mark’s even though we are not able to worship 

together, have meetings, Bible Studies and other activities. 

 

The lift replacement project is nearly completed and by the time we meet again, it is 

anticipated that this new lift will be accessible to all. 

 

Goal $45,000 We are thankful to all of you who very generously 

contributed to the costs of this project.  We are still  

a long way from reaching our goal to pay for the  

project.   We ask that you all prayerfully consider  

making a contribution to the project.  We will be  

expected to make our final payments as soon as  

the lift is fully installed, which will be very soon.   
                                                                $12,000 Raised 
Contributions can be mailed to the church at  

715 24th Avenue South    58201.  Thank you!!!   
 

 

 

   
              
  

 

 

 



The Rummage Sale will be held as soon as we are able.  

If you have items to donate for the sale, they can be 

brought to the church and stored in the room between 

the nursery and the quilting room.  Thank you!! 

 
May Birthdays and Anniversaries… 
Birthdays:      Anniversaries: 
 1 Ryan Christianson    28 Pat & Rose Keeley    
  Megan Maple         
 2 Marla Danielson 
 6 Charisse Vetsch      
 7 Addisyn Sigette 
  8 Jay Gilbraith 
 9 Linda Keehr 
 12 Judy Vatnsdal 
 14 Kathy Keeley 
 15 Michael Moon 
 16 Linda Vanderhoff   
 17 Brexton Humble   
 18 Tom Henderson 
 20 Ryan Keehr 
 23 Amy Christianson  
 25 Amanda Denault 
  Rose Keeley 
 27 Joe Peterson 
 30 Zachary Bohn 

     
(Please contact the church office if you have additions or corrections to this listing.) 
 

SAM: Dale Raatz    701-772-4807 

             Email:  DMRaatzStMarks@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager:       Sandra Buchmann  Office:   701-772-4807      

            Office Email: stmarkselca@msn.com        www.stmarksgf.org 

 

 
 Please “Like” us on Facebook at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and look for our logo!    
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