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All Saints Sunday
November 1st

On All Saints Sunday, we remember those members of our St. Mark’s family who have died since
All Saints last year. In doing so, we demonstrate our belief that all the baptized are saints of
God. We grieve for our beloved dead, knowing that God honors our tears.
May God Bless their memory:

LaVaun Swanson
Fred Maides, Jr.

Jesse Ridl
Virginia Thomson

On this special day, we also celebrate the gift of our baptismal relationship with God. The
following have been baptized at St. Mark’s in the last year:

Watson Scott Oss

A Message from Pastor Sarah
Blessings on your November, Beloveds!
As I wrap up this growing season, I’ve been taking notes and writing down the things that didn’t
work and the things that did work and the ideas I have for next year. My garden journal is a list of
plants I want to try to grow next year, ideas for adding to the garden and a few things that I do
not want to repeat; like watching my kale get eaten back to nothing. The garden was my saving
grace this summer. It was healing for me to spend so much time weeding and watering and
caring for my plants. I loved watching them grow, watching the vegetables develop and of
course, eating all of the bounty! Next year will be even bigger and better!
As I’ve been thinking about plants and gardening and planning for next year, we’ve also been
reading the book Soil & Sacrament, which also has me thinking about growing things. So when
this idea popped up in my social media, I took great note.
Heather Thompson Day wrote:
God gets in the dirt 3 times, that I can think of:
To create Adam
To bury Moses
& to defend a woman caught in adultery
God is with us in the joy of birth
The pain of death
& kneels beside us in our shame
We can rest.
God can handle our dirt.
It’s the message I needed to hear and contemplate today. Our God is One who can be in the midst
of all of this with us – life, death, shame.
Beloveds, as we stare down an election and look into the challenge of rising Covid-19 numbers,
as we contemplate separation and isolation and cold weather, and as we struggle to figure out
how to be church when we cannot be in church, please remember the most important
message: God is as present to us as the dirt under our feet.
Hugs, beloveds,
Be well,
Pastor Sarah

We will not have a Thanksgiving Eve Worship this year.
Thanksgiving offering is one of our designated
offerings throughout the year. These three designated
offerings (Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday &
Thanksgiving) are split among Christus Rex, ELCA
Missionary Support, Valley Senior Living, Red Willow
Bible Camp and Lutheran Social Services.
If you would like to contribute towards these designated offerings, you
may do so by sending your offering in the special “Thanksgiving”
envelope in your offering box. Or, by making a note in the memo on
your check. The office will be sure to use your contribution for these
five special ministries. Thank you.

In an effort to keep our staff and congregation safe, face masks
are now requested to be worn while in the St. Mark’s building.

Winter Weather Cancellations
Please look for weather cancellation information on the local television
stations of KVLY, KX4 and WDAZ. You will also find cancellation
information on the St. Mark’s Facebook page or the GIFT of Grace
Facebook page. If you would like to be contacted directly to be
notified of church cancellations, please contact Sandy in the St. Mark’s
church office.

The deadline for information for the December Newsletter is
November 20th.

Sunday Morning Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Our Sunday morning worships will continue to be held in the parking lot pending further
discussion and evaluation.

God’s Work, Our Hands
----------------------------------------Red River Community Action Gift Bags
Thank you to Abiding Memorials and
to Thrivent for generous donations to
the 100 Hygiene/Winter Gift Bags
which were given to Red River
Community Action.
Each bag contains a pair of winter
gloves and hat and many
hygiene items. These bags are given
to clients during Thanksgiving. The RR
Community Action representative
says that the children's bags are
especially popular as they have
crayons, markers, activity books and
small toys.
Submitted by Michele Peterson

Livestream Event & Virtual Silent Auction
Thursday, November 12th
======
This year, Northlands Rescue Mission’s annual “Mission of
Hope” event will all be online. The Online Auction will be
open November 10th – November 12th.
The program will begin at 7:00 pm on November 12th, @
northlandsrescuemission.org/auction. The guest speaker is
former UND football player, Hunter Pinke. A skiing accident
in December left Hunter partially paralyzed. Hunter will
speak about how the accident has changed his outlook on life and where his faith is guiding
him now.
To register free, or for more information, please online to northlandsrescuemission.org/auction.

Book Studies
Book Discussion in November
We have decided to continue our conversation on Soil and Sacrament by
Fred Bahnson in November. We will gather on Zoom on Monday, November
23rd at 7 pm for more discussion about faith and our connection to the land
and the food we eat. Anyone is welcome to join, even if you weren’t at the
first gathering.

Book Discussion in December
Join us in December for Present Perfect: Finding God in the Now by Gregory A.
Boyd. Pastor Boyd covers the topics of praying continually, taking every
thought captive, waking up to God’s ever-present love and turning off our
mental chatter. These are important topics as we walk through Advent and into
the holiday season. December date and time TBD.

Other dates in November:
Office hours – because of rising numbers of Covid-19 in our county, Pastor Sarah will not be
holding regular office hours. Please feel free to email or call if you need to make an
appointment and make arrangements for a visit.
pastorsarahraymond@gmail.com or 701-740- 1651
Tuesday, November 3
Wednesday, November 4

9:30 am Grand Forks Conference Leaders meeting
6:30 pm Worship at Evanger in person or on Zoom
7:30 pm Confirmation Zoom Call
Monday, November 9
5:30 pm GIFT of Grace Ministry Council meets at Evanger
Tuesday, November 10
6:30 pm St. Mark’s Council meets on Zoom
Wednesday, November 11 Worship will be pre-recorded from St. Mark’s. Link will be sent out to
WOW and Confirmation families
November 12-15
Pastor Sarah gone for Continuing Education
Wednesday, November 18 6:30 pm – Worship at Walle in person or on Zoom
Thursday, November 19
7:30 pm – Confirmation Zoom call – Art project with Sister
Michelle Walka
Wednesday, November 25 No Wednesday activities
All Christmas Program videos and pictures due to Pastor Sarah

Consecration Sunday will take place on November
22nd. You will be receiving a letter in the mail soon
with more information and a pledge card. Please
prayerfully consider your commitments to our ongoing
ministry for the coming year.

Highlights from the October St. Mark’s Council Meeting
 After much discussion, the council decided that parking lot worships will continue
through October. A survey will be sent to members to see how they feel about going to
in-person worship in November. The results of the survey will be taken in consideration
before decisions are made about November worships.
 The procedures were discussed for cancelling Sunday worships due to bad weather.
This will be done as a parish-wide decision, rather than each individual church.
Cancellations will be posted on Facebook, KVLY, KX4 & WDAZ. This will be printed in
newsletters and bulletins.
 There will be no Thanksgiving worship this year.
 St. Mark’s will have the 2:00 pm Christmas Eve worship.
 Face Masks will now be required prior to entering St. Mark’s. Sandy will put up signs.
ST MARK’S FINANCIAL REPORT - 01/01/20 through 09/30/20
BUDGETED GIVING:
$ 90,825.00
09/30/20 YTD GIVING:
$ 85,208.00
(2019 YTD Giving $ 93,792.00)
09/30/20 YTD General Fund Income
$138,668.00
09/30/20 YTD General Fund Expenses
$ 109,012.00
YTD GENERAL FUND Difference
$ 29,656.00
(NOTE: St. Mark’s received a federal PPP Loan for $15,600 to help pay payroll expenses, etc.
If this money is used as intended, it will turn into a grant. This loan is reflected in
the General Fund Income above.)

G.I.F.T. of Grace Council Meeting Summary
Highlights of October 12th G.I.F.T. of Grace Council Meeting
 Treasurer's Report Remer Accounting has been paid. All churches are submitting GIFT
payments in a timely manner. $40 was paid for registering GIFT of Grace Ministry with
the State of ND. Thank you to Pastor Raymond for creating and registering the GIFT of
Grace website (which will cost $144 this year and $164 a year in the future). Pastor
Raymond will notify congregations when the website is live.
 Church Weather Closure announcements will be posted on the Facebook pages, at the
radio stations and in the GF Herald (InForum). This will be announced in the bulletins
and church newsletters. Church members can contact church offices if they want to be
contacted by phone
 Guidelines for Meetings with COVID – 19. The GIFT Council recommends that mask
recommendation signage is posted at each church. Thank you to Pastor Raymond and
those who helped her create a document of COVID Church Meeting Guidelines.
 The St. Mark’s Outreach Committee welcomes the addition of two members from each
Walle and Evanger.
 Thanksgiving and Christmas the churches will not have Thanksgiving services. There
will be three Christmas Eve services. St. Mark’s to have a service at 2 pm service. Walle
and Evanger will decide which will have the 4 and 6 pm services.
 Education Wednesday church and activities are tentatively scheduled to be indoors and
COVID guidelines will be followed. Education and Pastor Raymond are working on an
on-line Christmas program. The on-line lessons are emailed to students on Sunday
evenings.
 Next Meeting: November 9, 2020 - 5:30 @ Evanger (if ready to reopen, the meeting
may be held at St. Mark’s)
Submitted by Michele Peterson, G.I.F.T. Secretary

Until further notice, St. Mark’s building will continue to be closed to all worships,
events, meetings, etc. We will notify all of you when we feel it is safe to begin
hosting events in-house. If you would like to stop in the office, please call ahead
to be sure that either Pastor Sarah or Sandy is there. The church phone is
transferred to Sandy’s cell so you will always be able to contact us.

Greetings to all friends and family of Red Willow Bible Camp!
I wanted to take a moment in the midst of this crazy time to introduce
myself and to offer an invitation for you to connect with camp!
First, my name is Frank Johnson and I will be your Executive Director of
Red Willow Ministries beginning in October. I come to you from serving
as a parish pastor in Hallock, Minnesota for the previous nine years. As
you receive this letter, I am in the process of moving to camp with my
wife, Kate, and our two kids, Natalie (6) and Elias (2). We are thrilled to
make Red Willow our home and to tend and steward this place that
means so much to so many of you!
Now, the invitation: We are going to be putting on an event that does not require you to go
very far at all. Red Willow will be one of nearly 20 Lutheran camps across the country who will
be partnering with Lutheran Outdoor Ministries for the Run4Camp 5K virtual run/walk on
November 1! To participate, go to our website (www.redwillowbiblecamp.com), scroll down to
the “5K donate button.” There, you will pledge to complete a 5K on November 1, whether by
running, walking, biking, or skiing. Shoot, you can jump in a car and drive 3.1 miles if you want
(nobody is judging). All we ask is that you donate $25 to Red Willow, find five folks to sponsor
your 5K for any amount (whether $5 or $500), and send us a picture of yourself participating so
we can share that on Facebook.
Now, here’s what I’m really looking forward to: We are going to use this as an opportunity for
you to get to know me through this event! All you have to do is hop on to Facebook and “Like”
Red Willow Ministries at www.facebook.com/RedWillowMinistries While you are running or
walking, we will be posting your pictures, and I will be posting regular updates as I complete a
one-mile-an-hour marathon at Red Willow—24 hours, 26.2 miles! I will introduce my family and
me, share stories, and raise money for Red Willow. We look forward to connecting with you from
afar with the hope that soon enough we will be able to meet at camp face-to-face!
If you have any questions or would like to be involved in this event in any other capacity, please
reach out to our Office Manager, Beth Varty at 701-676-2681 and
beth@redwillowbiblecamp.org.
I am looking forward to get to know you! May God bless you and your family in this crazy time
and may we soon be back together at Red Willow!
Frank Johnson
Executive Director

Elias, Frank, Natalie, and Kate

Birthdays:
1
2
4
5
9
10
18
19
20
21
22

November Birthdays and Anniversaries…
Cheryl Lauster
Jerry Bear
Hannah Twedt
Lynn Wyum
Rory Grenier
Nancy Harstad
Sandra Robinson
Autumn Rundquist
Iver Buchmann
Kristina Swenson
Layla Hubbard
Karl Peterson
Christopher Helmoski
Paige Krause

Anniversaries:
4
Cody & Megan Oss
29
Arnie & Nancy Harstad

(Please contact the church office if you have additions or corrections to this listing.)

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Jeanette Gratton
Ann Henderson
Dave Christianson
Michele Peterson

Iver Buchmann
Jane Humble
Art Ruud

Donna Hubbard
Marsha Oss

Pastor:

Pastor Sarah Raymond
Email: pastorsarahraymond@gmail.com
Office Manager:
Sandra Buchmann Office: 701-772-4807
Office Email: stmarkselca@msn.com

Please “Like” us on Facebook at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
and look for our logo!

