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St. Mark’s Easter morning
worship will be
April 4th at10:30 a.m.
(8:30 Online & at Evanger)

Good Friday worship is at
Noon at St. Mark’s
(also 7:00 pm at Walle & Online)

Our Maundy Thursday offering is one of our three designated
ministry offerings throughout the year. With no Maundy Thursday
worship this year at St. Mark’s, please consider mailing your
Maundy Thursday offering into the office. Or, drop it in the offering
plate one Sunday in the designated envelope in your boxes – or
make a note on the memo line of your check. Thank you!!

A Message from Pastor Sarah
Why do we celebrate Easter?
Have you ever thought about that? Why do we celebrate Easter? Yes, I know it’s a big
day in our church calendar. I know we celebrate the Resurrection that day. But why?
Why is it important that we acknowledge, remember, celebrate, and honor that day?
Because it’s important to hear our own story. The story of the Resurrection of Jesus is a
part of who we are as Christians. Jesus came to earth in the form of a human to live
among us. Jesus grew up just like we do. Jesus began his ministry, called his followers,
taught and healed the crowds and even raised a couple of people from the dead.
These are all important stories for us. We spend all year talking about these important
events, but now we are on the verge of Easter.
Easter is an event which is part of the life of Jesus. It’s the event which shapes our
viewpoint as people of hope. We worship a God who was able to overcome death. That
fact matters to us and to our faith. It matters to us when we face death. It matters to us
when we grieve someone we love. It matters to us in the way we treat each other.
Easter is the big event. It is God’s big action. It is God’s powerful work.
It is so important for us to hear that story over and over every year, reminding us that we
worship a God who has more power than death. In addition to our ham dinners and our
Easter eggs, we take a bit of time to notice how that shapes us. We tell the story of Jesus
leaving that cross so that we understand who holds our future. Our own story is wrapped
up in that powerful story of Jesus’ resurrection.
I hope you and your family find ways to remember this important story this year. It’s
especially important given the year we’ve been through. Tell the story of the
Resurrection. Tell the story of God’s work in your life this year. Grab this opportunity to
remember the powerful God we worship in a year where we have felt completely out of
control. This is the God who can offer us new life in Christ.
Happy Easter, beloveds!
Happy Resurrection Day!
Pastor Sarah

Spring Congregational Meeting
The Spring Congregational Meeting of St. Mark’s will be held following
our 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, April 25th. Business will include
election of one council position AND election of a representative

to GF Homes.

St. Mark’s is one of the eight sponsoring churches for Grand Forks Homes. A

representative from our congregation is currently needed on their board.

Meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of each month, 8:30-10:00 a.m. If you have any
questions, please contact the office. See the end of this newsletter for further information
on GF Homes.

Update from WELCA
In last month’s newsletter, the report of funds donated for the Love Offering was
published. Additional donations have been received which now total $1,710.00.
Thank you, again, for the generous response to the Love Offering. Significant outreach
will be made through monetary gifts to church related organizations and local charities.
As a board, we hope the rummage sale can be held which has raised funds for mission
projects.
Thank you for your contributions making it possible to be a blessing to others!

Thank you to St. Mark’s, Evanger and Walle members for the Lenten Booklet
that was given to us. It is greatly appreciated. It’s a comforting feeling to
read it at the end of the day and gives us hope, faith and love in our daily
living. God bless the missions of our churches.
God Bless
Norma Dillenburg – St. Mark’s member

Palm Sunday - March 28th
10:30 a.m. at St. Mark’s
8:30 a.m. at Walle & streamed on Facebook
9:00 a.m. at Evanger
Maundy Thursday - April 1st at 7:00 p.m.
Streamed on Facebook only
Good Friday - April 2nd at Noon at St. Mark’s
7:00 pm at Walle & streamed on Facebook

Men’s Ministry

The Men’s Ministry will meet on Thursday, April 1st, at 7:00 a.m.
on the front lawn of St. Mark’s. Please bring your own lawn chair and your own coffee.
The deadline for information for the May Newsletter is April 22nd.

Hospital Visitations…..
Just a note about hospitalizations. We no longer have any way of finding out who is in the
hospital. Please be sure to call the church office to let Sandy or Pastor Sarah know. They
have been very good lately about allowing clergy in to see people. Also note that Altru
hospital no longer has a pastoral care department. Only one chaplain remains on staff at
Altru. The hospital will not contact the church or pastor unless you ask them to do so.

Monday 20-minute Prayer Practice on Facebook Live
Join us every Monday at noon for a 20-minute prayer practice on Facebook Live on
the GIFT of Grace Facebook page. Join anytime. The practice will be left on the
page for you to access later.

Highlights from the March St. Mark’s Council Meeting
 The spring meeting of the Congregation will be held following worship on April 25th. Agenda
items will include one council seat and a representative on the board for GF Homes. More
information will be included in the April newsletter.
 A discussion was held regarding opening the church to the groups who use our space for
their meetings. The Scout troop will be able to come back to the church on March 22nd. Al
Anon and Parents of Loss will be contacted regarding building use.
 Cleaning protocols will be established and asked to be followed for groups who meet here.
 Pastor Sarah is planning a special worship for March 14th to commemorate the 1 year
anniversary of the pandemic.
 A representative from St. Mark’s is needed to serve on the GF Homes board.
ST MARK’S FINANCIAL REPORT - 01/01/21 through 02/28/21
BUDGETED GIVING:
$ 20, 183.00
2021YTD GIVING:
$ 15,670.00
(2020 YTD Giving $ 18.065.00)
2021 YTD Fund Income
2021 YTD General Fund Expenses
GENERAL FUND Difference

$ 25,077.00
$ 27,520.00
$ -2,443.00

Sanctuary Ministry
Members of this ministry will meet following Palm Sunday (March 28th) worship to prepare the
sanctuary for Good Friday’s worship.
AND – After the Good Friday (April 2nd) Noon worship, the group will prepare the sanctuary for
Easter Sunday.

G.I.F.T. of Grace Council Meeting Summary
Highlights of February 8, 2021 G.I.F.T of Grace Council Meeting
 Ann Henderson will replace Jeanette Gratton as Treasurer. The Council thanks Jeanette for her
service to the GIFT ministry. And thank you to Ann for taking over the position.
 March 14th, Anniversary of the COVID shutdown: This date will be recognized on the March 14th
worship services.
 A $150 donation has been given to the Red Willow Bible Camp in gratitude for Pastor Johnson
(Camp director) having given the Jan 31st On-line G.I.F.T. Sermon
 Thank you to Pastor Raymond for creating the Lenten Devotional
 Thank you to Loraine for donating snacks for the Ash Wednesday service.
 Good Friday and Ash Wednesday Services will be in-person, providing that the ND COVID status
has stabilized.
 Thank you to Pastor Raymond for creating the GIFT Website, which will be live once it has been
finalized.
 Next Meeting: March 8 at Walle

Highlights of March 8th, 2021 G.I.F.T. of Grace Council Meeting
 Pastor Raymond will be the Pastor of the Week at Red Willow Bible Camp June 27-July 2. The
GIFT Education students have been contacted in regards to attending bible camp and the dates
that Pastor Raymond will be at the camp. This will be considered at work work and she will be
working remotely during that week. Thank you Pastor for participating in this outreach ministry!
 Pastor Raymond has purchased 2 additional church robes so that she doesn't have to transport
them between churches. These purchases have been approved by the GIFT Council.
 Pastor Raymond and the GIFT Council discussed possible themes for the summer church
services.
 The Synod has formed a Creation Care Committee. The Council discussed possible church
liaison/contact persons from the 3 parishes.
 July 11th Thompson Days Church Service at 10:30 am-Pastor Raymond will participate in the
church service. Everyone is welcome to attend this service. St. Mark's will find a substitute
minister for their 10:30 service.
 Pastor Raymond has been asked to be the Internship Supervisor for a Seminary Intern at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fargo. The Synod will provide a stipend to cover travel and other
expenses related to this Supervisor Position.
 The GIFT Website is live and Pastor will continue to add to it. The address
is: https://www.giftofgracegf.org/

Submitted by Michele Peterson, GIFT Secretary

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Stewardship*
(*but were afraid to ask)
At the last Outreach Ministry Committee, we were planning upcoming projects when someone proposed
that we tackle the topic of stewardship. Good idea! You probably know the Outreach Ministry
Committee primarily through the many fundraising events we initiate throughout the year to support local
and global charitable causes. However, what you may not know is that the Outreach Ministry Committee
is also charged with fostering stewardship and evangelism within our congregations, not just mission
projects.
One of our Committee Members admitted that just hearing the word “stewardship” filled them with a
sense of fear and dread, and perhaps rightly so, because for generations, we have come to associate
stewardship only with the topic with money. For many people the word stewardship is so closely linked to
money that they only speak the word privately, behind closed doors! These days the old adage about
conversation in polite company seems to have changed to “the four things you don’t speak about in
polite company are sex, politics, money, and stewardship”! While stewardship certainly includes the
subject of money, it is so much more.
Our God is a generous God, and all we are—and possess—are gifts from God, and God has called us to
be stewards of all aspects of His creation: ourselves, our brothers and sisters, and our earthly home.
Personally speaking, I take a broad (and sometimes creative view!) towards the subject of stewardship
and try to view everything through the lens of stewardship. My guess is that all of you practice small (and
large) acts of stewardship every day without even thinking about it.
Over the coming months, the Messenger Newsletter will feature insights and stories about stewardship
providing a broader view of Christian stewardship. Through these stories we hope to restore the joy of
stewardship that has been lost over the years through stewardships’ narrow definition and association
with money.
Several weeks ago, a co-worker who, politely speaking, was apparently absent the day God was passing
out talent—especially problem-solving talent. This is a well understood issue in my workplace. About two
or three times a month, my co-worker asks me for assistance in solving a problem that would be routine
for most middle age people. That day I was faced with several unexpected issues and was struggling to
get my own work completed, and when my co-worker asked for my assistance, I could immediately feel
the anger welling up inside. This time I tried my best to see the problem through the eyes of stewardship.
Perhaps I should use the time and talents I have been given to help—or “shepherd”—those who have
fewer talents. So, I stopped what I was doing, and tried to help solve the problem even though I knew
that meant completing my own work far after the workday was over. I’m happy to say it worked.
I would like to say that I am always successful in all my stewardship efforts—even shepherding co-workers.
But I am not. I fail more times than I succeed. But I am making a more concerted effort to think about,
see, and practice stewardship through all things. Webster defines stewardship as “taking care of
something like a large household, the arrangements for a group or the resources of a community”, but it
also defines stewardship as “the act of caring for or improving with time.” I would like to think that helping
my co-worker was an “act of caring for or improving with time.” Helping my co-worker improve, and thus
helping the entire organization to improve.
Stewardship is not about money alone. In fact, the root of Christian Stewardship is really a matter of
transforming our hearts and spiritual growth. When we walk with Jesus and become imitators of Jesus, our
hearts and lives will be transformed. We won’t dread the word stewardship, for we will see and
understand the beauty and joy of our stewardship calling in and through all things—large or small.
Colossians 3:23. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human
masters”
Peace, blessings, and a joyous Easter to all!
The Outreach Ministry Committee

Book Studies
“Revelation and the End of All Things”
We will begin a new book in May. The book is “Revelation and the End of All Things” by Craig
Koester. Copies are available for purchase through the church office or contact Pastor Sarah.
The book is $20. Let Pastor Sarah know if you would like to participate in the book study but
cannot afford the book. Meeting date and location are yet to be determined.

Red Willow Bible Camp
If your child or grandchild is interested in a bible camp experience this
summer, we ask that you consider Red Willow Bible Camp. Pastor Sarah will
be serving as Pastor of the Week at Red Willow during the week of June 27
– July 2. There is a Creation Camp that week for grades 4-6. There is also a
Taste of Camp event that runs from June 27 – 29 for children entering
grades K-2, plus a family member. And there is a Pathfinders Camp from
June 27-29 for children entering grades 2-3.
All of the churches have scholarships to help offset the cost of these camps. Please contact
Pastor Sarah for more information or if you need help arranging rides. For more information on
the Red Willow camps, go to www.redwillowministries.com
You are also welcome to attend other bible camps or other weeks. Scholarships are available
for those too.

Intergenerational Mission Trip
This short service trip is open to all ages – from little to very wise. We will be performing service
work and learning about agencies that help in the Silver Bay, MN area of the North Shore. The
trip will run from August 4-7, 2021. We will be housed in the Silver Bay Recreational Center. We
will structure our service work to the people who go on the trip. Children, parents, grandparents
and singles are all welcome. We will drive by carpool and cook together.
We will hold an informational
meeting on this on Thursday,
April 15 at 7 pm on Zoom or in
person at Walle. Meeting ID 734
780 4939 Passcode 2382

April Dates to Remember . . .
April 1st

7:00 pm

April 2nd

Noon
7:00 pm
8:30 am
10:30 am

April 4th
April 5th
April 6th
April 8th
April 9th
April 12th
April 13th
April 15th
April 18th
April 25th

9:30 am
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm
11:30 am

Maundy Thursday/First Communion Worship at Walle
(First Communion families only – Streamed on Facebook)
Good Friday Worship at St. Mark’s
Good Friday Worship at Walle (also streamed on Facebook)
Easter Worship at Evanger (also streamed on Facebook)
Easter Worship at St. Mark’s
St. Mark’s office closed
Grand Forks Conference Leaders
St. Mark’s Abiding Memorials
Pastor Sarah attending Gideon’s Appreciation Banquet
GIFT of Grace Council at Walle
St. Mark’s Council via Zoom
Mission Trip Informational Meeting at Walle or Zoom
Final Discussion Night for Holy Spirit Book
St. Mark’s Congregational Meeting

=================================================================

GIFT of Grace Education News
We are going to try and safely gather our Wild On Wednesday (PK-5th grade) and our
Confirmation students in person following Easter. The schedule will continue on Wednesday
evenings for WOW with a short large group gathering and then a project. Confirmation will
gather at 7:30 for their continued lesson. Masks are required and social distancing will be
observed as best as we can.
Wednesday, April 7th

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Wild on Wednesday (PK-5th Grade) at Walle
Confirmation at St. Mark’s

Wednesday, April 14th

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Wild on Wednesday at Walle (3rd Grade Bibles given)
Confirmation at Walle

Wednesday, April 21st

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Wild on Wednesday at Walle
Confirmation at St. Mark’s

Wednesday, April 28th

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Wild on Wednesday at Walle (last night)
Confirmation at Walle

Wednesday, May 5th

7:00 pm

Confirmation Students meet to assemble Foster Care
Bags at Walle (last night)

Rides are available, contact Pastor Sarah if you need rides. Please let Pastor Sarah know ASAP if
Zoom is needed for your family to attend.

God’s Work, Our Hands
----------------------------------------GIFT Outreach Project for April and May
The GIFT of Grace Outreach Ministry’s project for April and May will benefit LaGrave on
First. During the month of April, we are looking for donations of cleaning supplies. In
May, donations of personal care products are requested. All churches will have
collection boxes for your donations. Thank you!!
April Cleaning Supply Request List:
Dish Detergent
Dishwasher Detergent
Comet Cleanser
Clorox Wipes
Windex
Shower Spray
Swiffer Wet
Swiffer Refills
(Laundry Soap is already provided – donations of such are not needed)
May Personal Care Products Request List:
Shampoo
Conditioner
Mouthwash
Deodorant
Razors
Bar Soap

Toothpaste
Shaving Cream

Mulligan Classic Golf Scramble
Thursday, June 10th – 11:00 a.m.
King’s Walk
Northland Rescue Mission is sponsoring a golf scramble at King’s Walk golf course.
Proceeds will benefit The Mission Backpack Program.
For questions, contact cindy@jointhemission.org.
Registrations are being taken at www.northlandsrescuemission.org.
Cost is: $125 per individual
$480 4-Person Team
$650 4-Person Team and Hole Sponsor

April Birthdays and Anniversaries…
Birthdays:
1
2
4
6
7
10
11
13
16
18
19
20
26
27
30

Anniversaries:
6
Dennis & Lillian Larson

Brett Gilbraith
Mark Humble
Cory Rodacker
Maggie Eyre
Jake Swenson
Sue Twedt
Darlene Mikkelson
Elton Hendrickson
Lexy Grenier
Bill Behm
Reg Urness
Shirley Gilbraith
Scott Mortenson
Mark Peterson
Jennifer Nelson
Jack Chatt
Ivy Becker
Art Ruud

(Please contact the church office if you have additions or corrections to this listing.)

President
Secretary
Treasurer

David Christianson
Ann Henderson
Michele Peterson

Iver Buchmann
Donna Hubbard
Marsha Oss
Pastor:

Jeanette Gratton
Jane Humble
Art Ruud

Pastor Sarah Raymond
Email: pastorsarahraymond@gmail.com

Office Manager:

Sandra Buchmann Office: 701-772-4807
Office Email: stmarkselca@msn.com

Missionaries:

Willie & Annie Langdji

Please “Like” us on Facebook at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and look for our logo!

