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It’s happening! The long-awaited rummage sale is scheduled for Thursday,
June 24th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. It will be set up in the hall and various
rooms on the main floor. Masks will be required and the number of shoppers in
the area at one time will be limited.
HELP will be needed to carry tables and assist with
set up on Tuesday, June 22nd from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
and Wednesday, June 23rd from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. A
signup sheet is in the narthex for volunteering to
help set up or work at the sale or contact Sandy
McCleary, Kathy Mutcher, Linda Simmons or Olive
Weber. Your assistance is requested and
appreciated.
Thank you for your donations to make the sale possible. Any additional
donations for the sale must be brought to the church by Monday, June 7th.
As in the past, the funds raised at the rummage
sales have always been distributed to church
organizations and charities.

A Message from Pastor Sarah
“…for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” – Galatians 3:26
We have spent the three of our Sundays in May looking at the book of Galatians. This is
Paul’s letter written to the churches in the region of Galatia about how and why to
include the Gentiles in their churches. Paul’s conclusion and argument is that all are
God’s children and thus worthy of hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ.
This is true for us today. Not just for the Gentiles (yep, that’s us), but for all of God’s
children. That’s why we work to share the gospel and support one another in building
faith. Our Outreach focus for the month of June is a new church that is getting started in
north Fargo. The neighborhood is low income with lots of families and children. They
spend a lot of their time feeding people and getting to know their neighbors. Pastor
Jessica Miller is leading this new start. She wrote to us:
Dear people of G.I.F.T. of Grace,
First, on behalf of The Neighborhood Church (our newest Mission
Development ministry in Eastern North Dakota), we want to say, "Thank
you!!!" How exciting to partner together in God's ministry. Your faithful
prayer and incredible generosity will help make our children's ministry
possible this summer!
Just a couple weeks ago, as we were hanging around the picnic tables in
the yard, with kids playing, visiting, and shooting around, we decided
together, "We want to do more awesome stuff here this summer!" Now, we
are so excited to work together with our families to host a Neighborhood
Summer Camp for children in our community this summer! One night a
week during the summer, we'll have activities, games, art, story, prayer,
and more. It's going to be fun, faithful, & flexible, with God as the very heart
of it! Your generosity helps us create this meaningful, awesome experience
for our kids throughout the entire summer!
This ministry is made possible through prayer and support from generous
congregations like yours. Again, as one of God's newest ministries in our
area, we give you endless thanks!
Pastor Jessica Miller & The Neighborhood Church
Please join me in supporting Pastor Jessica and The Neighborhood church in their work
to share God’s love with the people of north Fargo.
Pastor Sarah

St. Mark’s Council Members for 2021-2022 are:
President
Dave Christianson
Vice President Iver Buchmann
Secretary
Ann Henderson
Treasurer
Michele Peterson
Council Members: Jeanette Gratton, Donna Hubbard,
Jane Humble, Marsha Oss & Art Ruud
Thank you for serving as officers and council members for this next term.
And, thank you for donating your time and service in the interest of the
congregation. We appreciate you!!
Council members will be installed during worship on June 6th.

Highlights from the May St. Mark’s Council Meeting
 Officers for 2021-2022 were elected. (See article above for results)
 We will begin to have coffee time following worship on June 6th. To start out, only coffee will
be served. We will be looking for volunteers to help.
 Pastor Sarah will be on vacation July 4th. Members from St. Mark’s will lead worship that
Sunday.
ST MARK’S FINANCIAL REPORT - 01/01/21 through 04/30/21
BUDGETED GIVING:
$ 40,367.00
2021YTD ACTUAL GIVING:
$ 37,892.00
(2020 YTD Giving $ 38,856.00)
2021 YTD Fund Income
2021 YTD General Fund Expenses
GENERAL FUND Difference

$ 57,685.00
$ 53,507.00
$ 4,178.00

The Synod Office has Moved!
The synod office, which was previously housed in the Lutheran
Social Services of ND building has moved.
They are now located at: 1555 43rd Street South – Suite 100,
Fargo, ND 58103
Their mailing address will continue to be: Eastern ND Synod
P.O. Box 2019, Fargo, ND 58107-2019
The phone will also remain the same at 701-232-3381.

June/July Book Group
“Revelation and the End of All Things”
Our study of Revelation continues. The book is “Revelation and the End of
All Things” by Craig Koester. Copies are available for purchase through the
church office or contact Pastor Sarah. The book is $20. Let Pastor Sarah
know if you would like to participate in the book study but cannot afford the
book. We will meet in person at St. Mark’s on June 6 at 6 pm and July 11. We
will read Chapter 2 for June and Chapter 3 of the book for July.

Ice Cream Social
Drop by for some ice cream treats and some fellowship with our church
neighbors. Wednesday, June 16 from 5:30-7 pm at St. Mark’s in Grand
Forks. The ice cream is free, but we will be collecting a free will donation for
our friends at the Neighborhood Church in Fargo.

Men’s Ministry meets the first Thursday of each month.
3rd

and July
welcome.

1st

They will meet for breakfast June
at 7:00 a.m. at Grama Butterwicks. No registration is needed and all are

The deadline for the August newsletter is July 23rd.

Parents of Loss meets the second Wednesday of each month at St. Mark’s.
group will meet June

9th

and July

14th

The support

at 7:00 pm.

St. Mark’s Council meets the second Tuesday of each month.

The council will meet

June 8th and July 13th at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room.

Quilting Group meets every Wednesday morning from 9-noon at St. Mark’s.

Our Sympathies to Lucille and Ken Peterson and their family as they
mourn the death of Lucille’s sister, Carolyn Nelson.
Our Sympathies to Dianne and Roger Johnston and their family as they
mourn the death of Roger’s father, Sayles William Johnston.
Our Sympathies to the family and friends of Marty Larson, as they mourn his death. Marty was
the nephew to Judy Vatnsdal and Dennis & Lillian Larson.

A Note on Stewardship…
There are many ways in which to look at stewardship in regard to church and faith. We are
called to be good stewards of God’s gifts, whatever they might be for each individual.
Every person is blessed with a talent. It may be parenting, music, finance, counseling,
praise, energy, creativity, humbleness, kindness, generosity, friendliness, leadership,
community, writing, painting, sports, organization, laughter, smiles, warmth, carpentry,
plumbing, electrical, preaching, math, love, and so many others that I cannot even begin
to list them all.
These talents are one of the means by which we can be good stewards. We are to be
good stewards of these gifts God gave us. We are to use them to glorify God. Please think
of what your God-given talent(s) is/are and how you can use them here at St. Mark’s but
also in your family and community.
We can also be good stewards of our world. Protecting our planet for future generations
through recycling, water conservation, heating and cooling conservation, etc. Anything we
can do to make this world a safer, cleaner and more resilient place for us and for those that
come after us.
We can be good stewards of our community by helping our neighbors with rides or help
with errands. Contributing to the food banks, to foster care, to La Grave on First, to any
community agency that helps those in need. When we help these individuals, we are
helping God in his mission here on earth through us.
When we typically think of stewardship we think of our weekly offering and any other
donations or contributions we make to our church, in particular. The church does need
money to operate. It needs it to heat and cool the building, for insurance, etc. It is the same
for our church as it is for our personal home. It requires upkeep and maintenance. It also
has a need to do mission work, as that is the church’s purpose. To spread the Word to
others through a variety of tasks and missions. I, personally, do not like to talk money. I don’t
think there is any set amount that is the right amount. I think with prayer and meditation,
God will lay it on your heart and mine as to what is the amount we should share.
Stewardship should be so easy. It is what Christianity and our church is all about. However,
with the busyness of life (and life is busy!) it often falls by the wayside. We all have talents or
time or money that we can share but it is hard to break from our daily routines to try
something new or different or to look at something from a different perspective. Change is
hard for all. Routine is more comforting. I have found a bit of courage joining a couple of
committees in the church. I am not much of a joiner. I am more of a person circling the
group. Join me in taking the leap of faith and join a mission or committee. Join me in asking
God to lay on our hearts the amount of money we should share with our beloved St. Mark’s
so that our church can continue to flourish and be one of the places that people come to
seeking God’s love and grace.
In Peace,
Jane Humble, Member of the Outreach Mission

A Note on Stewardship…
Stewardship to me always seemed to be the financial giving to the Church, it is, but it is so much
more.
When I read in the April newsletter about the Intergenerational mission trip in August, I thought I
should call a young member of our church. I can just hear the conversation afterwards. "Hey
Mom, a lady from church called and she wanted to talk TO ME. She said she missed seeing me
in church.”
Reaching out to someone. That's stewardship.
Next time you are at the store and you separate 2 stuck carts, offer one to the person behind
you. That's stewardship too.
Random Acts Of Kindness, that's stewardship...try it.
Loving God, please bless me with the opportunities to give selflessly as you have given me.
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
Lorraine Clemens, Member of the Outreach Mission

---------------------------------------------Outreach for June: The Neighborhood Church
This June, we will be collecting funds to support the Neighborhood Church in north Fargo. This
new start is serving the many families and friends in their neighborhood. Much of their initial startup work has been providing food to people in their area. Please read Pastor Jessica’s letter in
this newsletter.
We have set a goal of raising $3000 for their weekly summer programming that serves children
and families with VBS activities. To send your donation, please mail to:
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
715 24th Ave S
Grand Forks, ND 58201
Please put “The Neighborhood Church” in the memo line.
Additional funds are being requested from Abiding Memorials.

---------------------------------------------Prayer Practice
Prayer practice continues at noon on Mondays on the GIFT of Grace Facebook page. This 20minute practice helps you make a little space for God in your day. The practice will remain on
our Facebook page for you to access anytime. Join in every Monday.

Thompson Days Community Worship
Everyone is invited for a community outdoor worship on Sunday, July 11 at 10:30 am at
Southbrook Park in Thompson. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy the morning as we worship in the
park. Worship will be led by Pastor Sarah and by Pastor Tawanda Murinda from St. Matthew’s in
Thompson. Lunch will follow the worship service. Main dish will be provided. Please bring a salad
or dessert to share.
For those wishing to stay indoors, St. Mark’s will hold their regular worship at 10:30 am. This service
will be led by Rick Jackson. No worship will be held at Walle and Evanger that day.

Hospital Note…..
Due to HIPAA laws and privacy regulations, pastors no longer have access to any hospital lists or
information. If you or a loved one is hospitalized and you would like prayer or a visit, please
contact Pastor Sarah 701-740-1651 or email pastorsarahraymond@gmail.com

Holy Land in 2022
Pastor Sarah will be leading a group to the Holy Land in 2022. The
group will depart on January 24 and return on February 3, 2022. If you
are interested in more information, please contact Pastor Sarah.
701-740-1651 or email pastorsarahraymond@gmail.com

Red Willow Bible Camp
If your child or grandchild is interested in a bible camp experience this
summer, we ask that you consider Red Willow Bible Camp. Pastor Sarah will
be serving as Pastor of the Week at Red Willow during the week of June 27 –
July 2. There is a Creation Camp that week for grades 4-6. There is also a Taste
of Camp event that runs from June 27 – 29 for children entering grades K-2,
plus a family member. And there is a Pathfinders Camp from June 27-29 for children entering
grades 2-3. All of the churches have scholarships to help offset the cost of these camps. Please
contact Pastor Sarah for more information or if you need help arranging rides. For more
information on the Red Willow camps, go to www.redwillowministries.com
You are also welcome to attend other bible camps or other weeks. Scholarships are available
for those too.

June & July Dates to Remember . . .
June 6th
6:00 pm
Revelation book study at St. Mark’s
June 8th
6:30 pm
St. Mark’s Council
June 14th
5:30 pm
GIFT of Grace Council at Walle
th
June 16
5:30-7 pm
Ice Cream Social at St. Mark’s
June 19th
4:00 pm
Wedding of Brittney Gratton and Ramsey Balsdon at St. Mark’s
th
June 24
10 am to 5 pm St Mark’s Garage sale WELCA fundraiser
June 27th-July 2nd Pastor Sarah at Red Willow Bible Camp
July 11th
6:00 pm
Revelation book study at St. Mark’s
th
July 12
5:30 pm
GIFT of Grace Council at Walle
July 13th
5:30 pm
Outreach Ministry at St. Mark’s
6:30 pm
St. Mark’s Council

June & July Worship Schedule . . .
Every Sunday – 10:30 a.m. at St. Mark’s
June 6th
June 13th
June 20th
June 27th

8:30 am at Evanger and on Facebook
8:30 am at Walle and on Facebook
9:00 am at Evanger with Rick Jackson
8:30 am at Evanger and on Facebook
8:30 am at Walle and on Facebook
9:00 am at Evanger with Rick Jackson

July 4th
July 11th

8:30 am at Evanger and on Facebook
10:30 am community outdoor worship at Thompson Days, Southbrook Park
(no worship at Walle or Evanger)
th
July 18
8:30 am at Evanger and on Facebook
July 25th
8:30 am outdoor worship at Walle and on Facebook
9:00 am at Evanger with Rick Jackson
Every Sunday -- 10:30 am at St. Mark’s

Sandy will be out of the office July 18-21. Office Hours will be limited during
that time. Please call ahead to be sure the church is open. Thank you!

June Birthdays and Anniversaries…
Birthdays:
3
9

10
12
15
21
24
27
29

Kathren Humble
Martin Helmoski
Leslie Johnson
Ivy Keeley
Lucille Peterson
Janice Jenson
Brenda Metcalf
Kristyn Vetsch
Andrea Metcalf
Miles Rodacker
Paul Robinson
Arlene O’Halloran

Anniversaries:
11
Bob & Olive Weber
17
Steven & Brenda Metcalf
20
Gary & Donna Hubbard
21
Dave & Amy Christianson
22
Megan & Korey Maple
25
Bruce & Catherine Hoekstra
26
Vaughn & Pauline Hesse
29
Scott & Darci Bohn
Sydney & Brady Vossler

July Birthdays and Anniversaries…
Birthdays:
9
12

13
15
16
17
20
21
22
31

Kathy Mutcher
Darci Bohn
Sharon Bohn
Pearl Berge
Ryder Wurzbacher
Norma Dillenburg
Shelley Wurzbacher
Adam Bohn
Lillian Larson
Lynn Gilbraith
Mason Cooper
Theodore Azure

Anniversaries:
14
Sandy & Brad Gerszewski
28
Roger & Dianne Johnston
29
Jim & Audrey Glick

(Please contact the church office if you have additions or corrections to this listing.

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

David Christianson
Iver Buchmann
Ann Henderson
Michele Peterson

Jeanette Gratton
Jane Humble
Pastor:

Donna Hubbard
Marsha Oss
Art Ruud

Pastor Sarah Raymond
Email: pastorsarahraymond@gmail.com

Office Manager:

Sandra Buchmann Office: 701-772-4807
Office Email: stmarkselca@msn.com

Missionaries:

Willie & Annie Langdji

Office Hours:

Sunday 8-12
Monday-Thursday 8:30-3:00

Websites:

St. Mark’s
GIFT

www.stmarksgf.org
www.giftofgracegf.org

Please look for our logo and “Like” us on Facebook at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

